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This document is a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 

for the sPower Calverton Solar Energy Facility. 

This FEIS incorporates, by reference, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) for this proposed action, dated June 2017. The aforementioned DEIS was 

deemed complete by the Town of Riverhead Planning on July 6, 2017, and written 

comments on the DEIS were accepted until August 6, 2017. 

Written Correspondence is provided in Appendix A of this FEIS. 
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 1 Introduction 

1 
Introduction 
This document is a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) prepared in 

response to comments received on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 

for the proposed action, dated June 2017. The Town of Riverhead Planning Board 

(hereinafter the “Planning Board”) is the lead agency for the review of the proposed 

action, which consists of subdivision, site plan, special permit, and other approvals 

for the development of the sPower Calverton solar facility in the hamlet of Calverton, 

Town of Riverhead (see Figure 1). The proposed action (also referred to as the “solar 

PV energy facility”) is comprised of three primary components, as follows: 

› Subdivision of land to create a 109.9-acre parcel (and two other parcels) for the 

development of a 20 megawatt alternating current (MWAC) solar photovoltaic 

(PV) panel array 

› An 8,670±-linear foot (LF) underground transmission generation tie-in (“gen-tie”) 

line within a 15±-foot-wide easement 

› A solar collection facility. 

Each of these components is further described below, and preliminary project plans 

(which were included as Appendix B in the DEIS) are provided within Appendix B of 

this FEIS. 
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As indicated in the DEIS, the solar PV panel array facility would be located on the 

proposed “Parcel A” to be created by the subdivision of two existing parcels into 

three parcels, Parcels “A,” “B” and “C” (see Land Division maps in Appendix B). The 

two existing parcels are known on the Suffolk County Tax Map (SCTM) as follows: 

› District 0600 - Section 116.00 – Block 01.00 – Lot 007.002, and 

› District 0600 – Section 098.00 – Block 01.00 – Lot 021.001. 

These two SCTM parcels are collectively referred to herein as the “subdivision 

property.” The subdivision property is located on the west side of Peconic Avenue 

and south of Middle Country Road/New York State [NYS] Route 25. Parcels B and C 

will remain in their existing use and no new improvements are contemplated on 

either newly-created parcel as part of the proposed action. 

The underground gen-tie line would be installed within a proposed 15±-foot 

easement that extend from Parcel A, through the following tax parcels (together 

referred to as the “easement property”): 

› District 0600 – Section 116.00 – Block 02.00 – Lot 007.004 

› District 0600 – Section 117.00 – Block 01.00 – Lot 006.000, and 

› District 0600 – Section 117.00 – Block 02.00 – Lots 007.002 and 008.002. 

The gen-tie line connects to the proposed solar collection facility, which is a step up 

transformer that generates the electricity from a 34.5 kilovolt (kV) to 138 kV output 

that would connect to the Edwards Avenue Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) 

Substation. The proposed solar collection facility would be situated on the southern 

portion of SCTM No. District 0600 – Section 137.00 – Block 01.00 – Lot 032.001, 

located on the east side of Edwards Avenue and north of the Long Island Railroad 

(LIRR) tracks. This property is developed with an existing sPower solar PV panel array 

facility, and is hereinafter referred to as the “existing solar facility and proposed 

collection facility” or the “collection facility parcel.” 

Collectively, the three above-described areas (the “subject property” or the “project 

area”) total 165.4± acres, and are currently developed with sod farm operations, a 

single-family residence, a former golf course now occupied by another recreational 

use (i.e., a paintball facility), undeveloped wooded land, a tree farm, and an existing 

solar facility. A Site Location Map and a map of the relevant SCTM parcels are 

provided herein as Figure 1 and Figure 2, respectively. 
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The DEIS for the proposed action was accepted by the Planning Board (i.e., the lead 

agency) as complete and adequate for public review at its July 6, 2017 public 

meeting, circulated to all involved agencies and interested parties, and made 

available to the public via the Town of Riverhead’s website and the Riverhead Public 

Library. The DEIS comment period was held open through August 6, 2017.  

In accordance with 6 NYCRR §617.9(b)(8): 

A final EIS must consist of: the draft EIS, including any revisions or supplements 

to it; copies or a summary of the substantive comments received and their 

source (whether or not the comments were received in the context of a 

hearing); and the lead agency's responses to all substantive comments. The 

draft EIS may be directly incorporated into the final EIS or may be incorporated 

by reference. The lead agency is responsible for the adequacy and accuracy of 

the final EIS, regardless of who prepares it. All revisions and supplements to the 

draft EIS must be specifically indicated and identified as such in the final EIS. 

This FEIS incorporates, by reference, the DEIS for this proposed action, dated June 

2017. All revisions and supplements to the DEIS, if any, are noted as such within the 

relevant respective responses to substantive comments, in the following sections of 

this FEIS. 

1.1 Format of FEIS 

A review of written letters received by the lead agency during the course of the 

SEQRA review process indicates that many commenters expressed their general 

support for the proposed action. These comments are included in the FEIS, but are 

not “substantive comments” as contemplated in 6 NYCRR §617.9(b)(8), and are not 

individually addressed herein. These comments are designated as “GS” (General 

Support). Comments of General Support are summarized in Section 2 of this FEIS 

and are included in Appendix A-1. As there were no written comments that 

expressed general opposition to the proposed action, this FEIS does not discuss 

same. 

Substantive comments on the DEIS are limited to those contained within the Town 

of Riverhead Planning Department’s (the “Planning Department”) June 10, 2017 Staff 

Report, which is included in Appendix A-2 and addressed in Section 3 of this FEIS. 

No additional written comments were received from involved or interested agencies, 

or the public, during the DEIS public comment period. 
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2 
Comments in General Support 
The written comments received on the proposed action that are in general support 

of the proposed project are designated with a “GS” before the comment number 

and have been grouped apart from the substantive written comments. These GS 

comments are contained in Appendix A-1. A summary of the written support 

comments follows: 

GS1 – Town of Riverhead Councilwoman Jodi Giglio 

› Councilwoman Giglio supports the proposed 20 megawatt (MW) solar project 

› The proposed solar project will produce a local source of clean, reliable energy 

while creating high paying jobs and a much-needed stimulus to our community 

and local economy  

› The proposed solar project will support the local school district through its 

payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) program 

› The proposed solar project is an example of responsible environmental 

development 

GS2 – Long Island Farm Bureau 

› The Long Island Farm Bureau supports the solar generating facility proposed by 

sPower 

› Solar production on agricultural land is an effective way to preserve farmland for 

future generations 

› Other development types are more permanent and more likely to remove topsoil, 

such that they are less able to be reused for agricultural purposes in the future 
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GS3 – U.S. Green Building Council-Long Island 

› U.S Green Building Council-Long Island supports the proposed action 

› The proposed solar project will produce a local source of clean, reliable energy 

while creating high-paying jobs and providing a much-needed stimulus of 

responsible environmental development 

› The proposed solar project will allow the land to rest, to not use fertilizers, not 

use the water table and to bring in much needed revenue to the Town 

› Embracing the development of renewable energy in Riverhead, Long Island can 

build a green economy and ensure the availability of clean, domestic power 

› Solar production is the highest and best use of the proposed project location 

GS4 – The Sustainability Institute at Molloy College 

› Sustainability Institute at Molly College supports the proposed action 

› his proposed solar project will provide New York communities with clean power 

to help meet the New York State Clean Energy Standard goal of 50 percent 

renewable energy generation by 2030 , the Sustainability Institute’s mission and 

the green economy 

› The proposed solar project will provide distributed energy generation consistent 

with New York’s Renewing the Energy Vision (REV) 

› The proposed action will allow the land to rest, and will not tap into the ground 

water supply while allowing ground water to recharge without pesticides and 

synthetic fertilizers  

GS5 – International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (Local 25 IBEW) 

› The IBEW Local 25 supports the proposed action 

› sPower is a sophisticated, determined and experienced leading partner that has 

demonstrated their ability to see projects through to completion 

› The proposed solar project will deliver low cost renewable energy to our local 

residents on Long Island 

GS6 – DeLea Sod Farms 

› DeLea Sod Farms support the proposed action 

› The proposed solar project will produce a local source of clean, reliable energy  

› The proposed solar project will create high-paying jobs and provide a much-

needed stimulus for the community and local economy 

› sPower’s proposed projects fit well with the Governor’s plan for renewable energy 

development 

› Solar projects at this site will allow the land to rest, to not use fertilizers, not use 

the water table and bring in much needed revenue to the town 

› A green economy will be built along with productive resources and ensure the 

availability of clean, domestic power 
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› Solar production is the highest and best use of the identified properties 

› Local schools will be able to use the money that this project will generate while 

not using any of the school’s resources 

GS7 – DeLalio Sod Farms LLC 

› DeLalio Sod Farms supports the proposed action 

› The proposed solar power site will help provide clean power to help meet state 

policy mandates and local clean energy goals 

› The proposed solar project will produce a local source of clean, reliable energy 

while creating jobs and providing a much-needed stimulus to the community and 

local economy 

› The proposed solar project will fit within the Governor’s Plan for renewable 

energy development 

› The proposed solar project will help to build a green economy and ensure the 

availability of clean, domestic power 

› Solar production will be a compliment to other sources of present day energy 

GS8 – Westbury Properties 

› Westbury Properties supports the proposed action 

› The proposed solar project will produce a local source of clean, reliable energy 

while creating high-paying jobs and providing a much-needed stimulus to our 

community and local economy 

› The proposed solar project will fit within Governor Cuomo’s plan for renewable 

energy development 

› Solar projects will allow the land to rest, without harmful pesticides and fertilizers 

› The proposed solar project will bring in much needed revenue into the Town 

› The proposed solar project will help to build a green economy and ensure the 

availability of clean, domestic power 

› Solar production is the highest and best use of the identified properties 

› Local schools will be able to use the money that this project will generate while 

placing zero demand on school resources 
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3 
Responses to Substantive Comments 
The aforementioned June 10, 2017 Planning Department Staff Report is included in 

Appendix A-2 of this FEIS. No additional written correspondence was received from 

involved or interested agencies, or the public, during the DEIS public comment 

period. Thus, this section contains responses to all substantive comments from the 

Planning Department Staff Report. Each written comment has been coded “C1” (as 

in, Commenter No. 1) and assigned a comment number (e.g., C1-1, C1-2). 

Within Sections 3.1 through 3.8 of this FEIS, comments are arranged and numbered 

by topic (i.e., land use and zoning [LUZ], soils and topography [ST], environmental 

features [EF], etc.). If one comment is closely related or similar in nature to one or 

more other comments received, those comments have been combined and 

paraphrased for the purpose of providing a unified response and avoiding repetition 

to the extent practicable. Each comment presented below is not necessarily a direct 

quote, but any paraphrased comment or paraphrased portion thereof is intended to 

remain as accurate as possible to the original comment.  

3.1 Land Use and Zoning 

Comment No. LUZ-1 

The 2015 Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan (hereinafter, the “2015 SCAFPP”) does 

not support the conversion of farmland to solar facilities. The preparers need to provide direct 

commentary from the Suffolk County Planning Commission (SCPC) with respect to the proposed action. 

This may be in the form of coordinating a direct response from the SCPC or for the Lead Agency to solicit 

comments during the DEIS comment period. Please provide a letter from the Riverhead Farmland 
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Preservation committee with respect to the proposed action. All projects involving farmlands are expected 

to be reviewed by this advisory committee. [C1-17, C1-18] 

Response No. LUZ-1 

The proposed action was the subject of a referral to the SCPC in 2016 and heard by that Commission on 

December 7, 2016. By unanimous vote (i.e., 15-to-zero), the SCPC determined that the proposed action 

was a matter for local determination, and offered eight comments on the substance of the matter, as 

presented below (see SCPC resolution in Appendix C). Each of the SCPC comments is followed by a 

relevant discussion of the proposed action. 

1. The Suffolk County Planning Commission’s Model Utility [Solar Code] – 2015 should be 

reviewed including the section on abandonment of solar energy facilities and relevant aspects of 

the Code should be incorporated into the project where practical. 

The Town of Riverhead has its own Commercial Solar Energy Production System ordinance 

(Article LII of the Town Code), which was not based on the SCPC’s model ordinance. However, 

the Town’s ordinance addresses and restricts many of the same aspects of such facilities as 

the SCPC model ordinance, including the permitted locations, minimum lot size, maximum 

ground coverage, etc., and the Town’s ordinance specifically includes detailed requirements 

for the decommissioning of permitted facilities to achieve a similar purpose as the 

“Abandonment” provisions of the SCPC’s model ordinance. 

The proposed action is subject to the Town’s Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems 

ordinance, and will adhere to all requirements including the decommissioning requirements 

set forth at §301-282.L and §301-283 of the Town Code. A complete analysis demonstrating 

the proposed action’s consistency with the aforementioned Town requirements is presented 

in Section 3.1.2 of the DEIS. 

2. The Suffolk County Planning Commission’s publication on Managing Stormwater – Natural 

Vegetation and Green Methodologies should be reviewed and additional stormwater mitigations 

incorporated where practical.  

The stormwater management system to be implemented as part of the proposed action (see 

preliminary Grading and Drainage Plan and Drainage Reserve Area Detail in Appendix B of 

this FEIS) provides for the storage and recharge of all stormwater runoff to be generated at 

the subject property within vegetated drainage reserve areas to be strategically located 

throughout the subject property, respecting the existing site topography. Accordingly, the 

proposed system is consistent with the general intent of the SCPC’s referenced publication. 

3. The Town should require that the applicant be prohibited from exporting any soil material, 

classified as prime agricultural soils, off the subject parcel. And that the proposed solar panel 

arrays not negatively impact the viability of the prime agricultural soils on-site.  

The 2015 SCAFPP identifies the prime agricultural soils present in Suffolk County, as related to 

its rating of farmland properties for potential acquisition (see Table 4-1 of the 2015 SCAFPP). 

The list of soils is based on the Soil Survey of Suffolk County, New York (USDA, 1975) 

(hereinafter, the “Soil Survey”) and includes the following soils found at the subject property: 
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Table 1 Prime Agricultural Soils at the Subject Property 

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name 

HaA Haven loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

HaB Haven loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 

He Haven loam, thick surface layer 

RdA Riverhead sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

RdB Riverhead sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

As illustrated by the map of soil types on the subject property (see Figure 3, below), the five 

soil types identified above as prime agricultural soils are present among a total of 

approximately 15 different on-site soil types (also see Table 9 of the DEIS). They are scattered 

throughout the subdivision property, the easement properties to be crossed by the gen-tie 

line, and the solar collection parcel, among non-prime agricultural soils. 

The DEIS describes in detail the nature of the proposed activities, as it relates to the 

anticipated impacts to soils and topography, concluding that only minor disturbances are 

expected to result from implementation of the proposed action (see Section 3.2.2 of the 

DEIS). Existing grade would be maintained to the maximum extent practicable, with only 

minor recontouring of small portions of the solar PV facility parcel proposed to accommodate 

the drainage design, and the narrow trench and directional boring needed to install the gen-

tie would minimally disturb existing soils. Accordingly, existing soils would largely be kept 

intact, including any prime agricultural soils present at the subject property. The limited 

quantities of prime agricultural soils that would be excavated to accommodate the proposed 

grades (see preliminary Grading and Drainage Plan [Sheet C-6] in Appendix B of this FEIS) 

would be reused on-site to the maximum extent practicable. Therefore, the proposed action 

is expected to be consistent with the intent of the SCPC’s comment. After the proposed 

action is implemented, and after the proposed facility is decommissioned, the prime 

agricultural soils would remain. 

It should also be noted that, as presented within Section 5.4 of the DEIS, development in 

accordance with prevailing zoning (e.g., industrial use) would be expected to result in 

substantial re-grading and excavation for the establishment of building foundations and level 

floor plates, installation of drainage infrastructure, and grading for driveways, parking and 

loading areas, such that the importation or exportation of large quantities of fill and natural 

material may be required. The proposed action would clearly be more protective of on-site 

soils than would the development of the subject property in accordance with prevailing 

zoning. 
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4. The proposed action should only be approved in such a manner that is in accordance with the 

New York Agriculture & Markets Law.  

The proposed action will be consistent with the relevant provisions of the New York 

Agriculture & Markets Law. The subdivision property and the solar collection facility parcel are 

currently within Agricultural District 7 (AD7), as discussed at Section 3.1 of the DEIS, and as 

addressed within the Agricultural Data Statement in Appendix F of the DEIS. It is expected 

that these properties would no longer be considered a part of AD7 following implementation 

of the proposed action, and would no longer benefit from the tax relief associated therewith. 

As such, the proposed action would result in a significant increase in the generation of 

property taxes to the Town of Riverhead and all local taxing jurisdictions. Moreover, 

additional local revenues would be generated in the form of penalties that may be assessed 

upon the loss of the Agricultural District designation. 

5. The Town should require that the applicant install or provide for the installation of an irrigation 

system in all planting area intended to provide screening and buffering along all abutting 

roadways and certain adjacent land uses to help to insure the mitigation [sic] of impacts to 

those surrounding properties and their users.  

The proposed action includes the installation of an irrigation system in all areas of screen 

plantings, consistent with this comment (see preliminary Planting Plan in Appendix B). 

6. It is suggested that the Town and applicant review the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 

Resources Conservation Services information on “cover crops and soil health” for best practices 

regarding what to grow under and between the proposed solar array panels. Cover crops have 

the potential to prevent erosion, improve soil’s physical and biological properties, supply 

nutrients and suppress weeds, and break pest cycles along with various other benefits. 

As indicated on the preliminary Planting Plan (see Appendix B), the areas beneath the solar 

panel array are proposed to be planted with a specially designed solar farm seed mix. The 

proposed Planting Plan will be implemented in accordance with all relevant approvals of the 

Town of Riverhead Planning Board as the SEQRA lead agency and the body having Site Plan 

jurisdiction over the proposed action. 

7. Due to the project’s proximity to Calverton/EPCAL Airport the applicant should consult with the 

Airport and the FAA as early as possible in the application process to determine the presence or 

absence of solar glare and glint potentially generated from the proposed solar arrays.  

The DEIS presented extensive analyses of the proposed action with respect to glare and glint 

and the potential for impacts upon aviation and the nearby runways at the EPCAL property. 

As detailed in Section 3.4 and Appendix H of the DEIS, two professional glare analyses 

performed by HMMH and Barrett Energy Resources Group, respectively, confirmed that no 

adverse impacts would result. The analyses were based upon the results of sophisticated 

software (i.e., the Solar Glare Hazard Analysis Tool) developed specifically for analyzing 

potential glare impacts, and the corresponding policies established by the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) for the design and location of solar PV facilities within airports. 
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8. The proposed 15 foot wide easement on lands of others for the purpose of providing an 

underground transmission line “Tie-Gen Route” should be in perpetuity or for at least as long as 

the 20-year Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)  

The applicant has entered into option agreements to purchase easements across private 

property for the gen-tie line that are considerate of the above comment. The option 

agreements along with the form of easement that will be entered into at the time the option 

is exercised provide the duration of the easement, which conforms to the suggestion within 

the above comment. Executed copies of Memoranda of Easement Option Agreement are 

provided within Appendix D of this FEIS. 

It should be noted that the proposed action was evaluated for consistency with the 2015 

SCAFPP in Section 3.1.2 of the DEIS. As indicated therein, none of the parcels comprising the 

subject property have been identified as preservation targets by the relevant comprehensive 

planning documents analyzed in this Section, nor is the project area within the Town’s 

established Agricultural Protection zoning district or identified for same within the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan (see Figures 4 and 5 of the DEIS, respectively). Moreover, as the 

proposed action is temporary in nature (i.e., for the duration of the Power Purchase 

Agreement [PPA] and the term of the proposed Special Permit), the subject property could 

potentially be returned to another use, including an agricultural use, in the future.  

The proposed action was introduced before the Town of Riverhead Farmland Preservation 

Committee (FPC) and considered by that advisory board. It is expected that the FPC will make 

a formal recommendation supporting the proposed action. The formal recommendation 

remains pending at this time. The recommendation will be secured prior to implementation of 

the proposed action. 

3.2 Soils and Topography 

Comment No. ST-1 

Identify all soils that are listed as prime agricultural soils, and the policy of protection and importance of 

same. [C1-7] 

Response No. ST-1 

The presence of prime agricultural soils at the subject property, the protection policy and an analysis of 

the potential for the proposed action to result in a significant adverse impact on such resources, is 

discussed in detail in the DEIS in Section 3.2 and within Response No. LUZ-1 (including Table 1 and 

Figure 3), above. As indicated therein, and based upon the analyses presented in Section 3.2 of the DEIS, 

no significant adverse impacts on prime agricultural soils are expected to result from implementation of 

the proposed action, although they would temporarily be used for non-agricultural purposes. 

Comment No. ST-2 

Identify any prime agricultural soils that are indicated in Table 9 of the DEIS, and explain the importance 

and fate of any prime agricultural soils that may be impacted by the proposed action. [C1-20] 
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Response No. ST-2 

See Response Nos. LUZ-1 and ST-1, above. No significant adverse impacts to prime agricultural soils are 

expected to result from implementation of the proposed action. 

3.3 Environmental Features 

Comment No. EF-1 

Provide a letter or other confirmation from the Riverhead Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) that a 

wetland permit is not required. [C1-21] 

Response No. EF-1 

As detailed within Sections 3.3.1.4 and 3.3.2.4 of the DEIS (which are devoted to a discussion of wetlands 

and the potential impacts on such resources, respectively), the subject property and its surroundings were 

investigated for the presence of wetlands, and evaluated with respect to the potential regulatory 

jurisdiction of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Town of 

Riverhead. As part of that effort, the Town’s inventory of potential wetlands was reviewed, field 

inspections of the subject property (including Parcels A, B, and C, the gen-tie line, and the collector facility 

property) and its environs were undertaken by VHB on behalf of the applicant on September 14 and 18, 

2016, and the proposed action was evaluated to determine whether any proposed activities were subject 

to the Town’s regulation. The DEIS (pages 83 – 84) acknowledges that the determination that several of 

the features identified in the Town’s inventory of potential wetlands are, in fact, upland habitats, and 

therefore not regulated by the Town’s wetland ordinance, is subject to confirmation by the Town of 

Riverhead. 

Formal confirmation that the proposed action does not require a Town wetland permit was requested 

from the Town of Riverhead CAC by correspondence dated August 18, 2017 (see copy in Appendix E to 

this FEIS). As indicated therein, it is the applicant’s understanding that members of the Town of Riverhead 

Planning Department reviewed the results of the fieldwork performed by VHB, undertook an inspection(s) 

of the subject property, and confirmed that no regulated wetlands exist within 150 feet of the proposed 

action (the Town’s area of jurisdiction). Accordingly, it is expected that no wetland permit will be required 

for the proposed action. A determination by the CAC remains pending, but will be secured prior to 

implementation of the proposed action. 

Comment No. EF-2 

Provide a description of a “wildlife sweep,” conducted before and during construction as mitigation. [C1-

22] 

Response No. EF-2 

The DEIS (page 93) indicates that potential measures for the avoidance of direct impacts to eastern box 

turtles include the conducting of a wildlife sweep prior to clearing activities. As part of such a sweep, 

qualified personnel could identify the habitat areas that are most likely to contain eastern box turtles, visit 

the targeted areas, and relocate any observed individuals away from areas to be cleared prior to 

conducting any construction activity. 
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It is noted that only a small portion of the overall subject property represents suitable habitat for the 

eastern box turtle, e.g., the Spruce-Fir Plantation, Successional Old Field, Successional Shrubland and Pitch 

Pine Oak Forest communities) ecological communities. The Ecological Communities map included in the 

DEIS (see Figure 4 of this FEIS) confirms that the areas of suitable habitat are primarily limited to portions 

of the gen-tie route, and portions of the subdivision property and solar collection parcel that will remain 

unaffected by the proposed improvements. 
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3.4 Socioeconomics 

Comment No. SE-1 

Clarify the duration of the 100-200 temporary jobs and provide actual example(s) of the applicant’s 

experience in support of prior history that a solar array of this size provides 100-200 construction jobs. 

Provide supporting documentation regarding this prediction and number of jobs. [C1-8, C1-25] 

Response No. SE-1 

The number of temporary jobs to be created as a result of the proposed action will vary over the course of 

the construction period, which is expected to be six-to-nine months in duration. As provided in the DEIS 

(see pages 103 - 104), estimates based on the experience of the Applicant and estimates developed using 

a recognized economic modeling software (i.e., IMPLAN) predict that the number of jobs to be created 

ranges between 100-to-200 direct construction jobs, with other secondary job generation benefits also 

predicted. 

Further input as to the number of temporary jobs was requested from a contractor with relevant, local 

experience constructing commercial solar PV energy facilities such as that proposed. Correspondence 

provided by Mr. Keith Feldmann, Vice President of Eldor Renewable Energy (dated August 7, 2017) 

indicates the following, with respect to the number of direct construction jobs expected to be created as a 

result of the proposed action (see copy of correspondence in Appendix F): 

“Based on over 50MW’s of projects completed, and over 45 MW’s in progress or under contract in 

the same region, we can offer the following: 

› Approximate Project Construction Duration: 6 to 12 months 

› General range in the number of construction personnel on site at any one time: 20-150 

› Peak head-count: 200 

This estimate accounts for all on-site personnel only.” 

Comment No. SE-2 

Additional economic benefits generated by the green industry must be specific- what equipment, supplies 

and tax base are contemplated? [C1-12]  

Response No. SE-2 

Aside from the direct construction jobs cited in Response No. SE-2, the Eldor letter in Appendix F also 

indicates the following: 

“…in our experience, local technical consultants and other services benefit from this type of project, 

including: 

› Environmental Engineering and Permitting 

› Survey 

› Waste Disposal 

› Temporary Sanitary Facilities 

› Local Food Catering Companies 
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› Equipment Rental Companies 

› Material Vendors” 

Some of the entities listed above, which would benefit from revenues in the form of direct sales to the 

applicant or its contractors, could be considered a part of the “green industry” referred to at Page 11 of 

the DEIS, especially if they specialize in serving renewable energy projects, or if low-impact development 

technologies or materials are central to their business. While it is not practicable to determine which 

dollars are expected to be spent specifically with green industry vendors, or on environmentally friendly 

“green” products, it is recognized that at least a portion of the approximate $30 million construction cost 

for the proposed renewable energy project would benefit the green industry. 

With respect to the additional tax base mentioned at Page 11 of the DEIS, a detailed assessment of the 

expected tax revenues that would be generated upon implementation of the proposed action is 

presented within Section 3.5 of the DEIS. As concluded within the DEIS, future tax revenues would far 

exceed the revenues generated by the subject properties under existing conditions (i.e., an increase of 

approximately $826,414 per year, or more than 40 times the existing property tax revenues). 

Comment No. SE-3 

Jobs lost from the existing sod farm will be shifted to other operations controlled by the farm owner. The 

FEIS must include a letter or other form of validation from the sod farm that supports the statement. [C1-

13] 

Response No. SE-3 

The requested letter from the current owner of the sod farms at the subject property, Mr. Richard DeLea, 

dated May 10, 2017, is provided within Appendix G to this FEIS. 

Comment No. SE-4 

Provide a letter from the sod farm in support of the proposed job relocation efforts. [C1-23] 

Response No. SE-4 

See Response No. SE-3, above, and correspondence in Appendix G, noting that jobs would be redirected 

(rather than lost) as a result of the proposed action. 

Comment No. SE-5 

Provide a source (reference) for the information provided in Table 17: Existing Property Tax Revenue . [C1-

24] 

Response No. SE-5 

The tax information provided in Table 17 of the DEIS was obtained from the Town of Riverhead 2016-2017 

Tax Roll available via the Town website at www.townofriverheadny.gov. Copies of the relevant tax roll 

pages for SCTM parcel nos. 0600 – 116.00 – 01.00 – 007.002 and 0600 – 098.00 – 01.00 – 021.001 are 

provided in Appendix H of this FEIS. 

  

http://www.townofriverheadny.gov/
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Comment No. SE-6 

Provide a source for the information on Table 19: Projected Tax Revenues (Parcel A) and Table 20: 

Projected Tax Revenues (Parcels B & C). [C1-26] 

Response No. SE-6 

Table 19 of the DEIS presented an estimate of the future property tax revenues that would be generated 

by the subdivision parcel (i.e., the future lots to be created by the subdivision of SCTM parcel nos. 0600 – 

116.00 – 01.00 – 007.002 and 0600 – 098.00 – 01.00 – 021.001), following implementation of the proposed 

action. 

The tax projection for the 109.9-acre parcel (“Parcel A”) that will contain the proposed solar facility was 

developed based on input provided to counsel to the applicant by the Town of Riverhead Tax Assessor. 

Specifically, the Town Assessor estimated the future total value of the parcel to be $5,500,000, and 

estimated the future land value to be $1,309,200. Those values were applied to the current tax rates for 

the various taxing jurisdictions. Only the land value was applied to the tax rate for all taxing districts other 

than special districts, for which the full taxable value was applied, in accordance with the expected terms 

of the PILOT agreement to be entered into with the Town Board. As indicated at Table 19 of the DEIS, the 

property taxes and PILOT payments, combined, would be approximately $833,861. 

To more completely represent the future property taxes that would be received by the Town and other 

taxing jurisdictions from the subject property, an estimate of the future property taxes from proposed 

Parcels B & and C was also developed, as presented in Table 20 of the DEIS. This estimate was based upon 

the 2016-2017 Tax Roll data for SCTM parcel no. 0600 – 098.00 – 01.00 – 021.001, which contains all of the 

existing improvements at the subdivision property under existing conditions. The value of those 

improvements (i.e., total value $133,900 less the land value $59,000) is approximately $74,900. The 

combined land value of Parcels B &and C was estimated on a per-acre basis, using the known land value 

of Lot 21.1 (i.e., $59,000 over 8.20 acres), and applying same to the size of the proposed Parcels B and &C 

(i.e., 7.45 acres). The result was an estimated land value of $53,631 for Parcels B and &C. Existing farm 

building and agricultural use exemptions were carried forward, as no change in their use is contemplated 

as part of the proposed action, which reduced the total value (i.e., $128,531) to $70,331, as applied to the 

tax rates for all taxing districts other than special districts. Overall, Parcels B& and C are expected to 

generate approximately $13,061 in annual property taxes, or a grand total of approximately $846,922 

when combined with the proposed solar farm on Parcel A, as indicated in the DEIS. 

3.5 Growth-Inducement 

Comment No. GI-1 

There was a contradiction in the DEIS suggesting that no significant growth inducing aspects are 

associated with the project and that the project would not cause a population increase and would not 

increase development potential in the project area. The document states the proposed solar facility will 

generate enough electricity to power 5,723 residential homes, equal to 44% of homes located in 

Riverhead. This raises the question, will the electrical needs of 5,723 homes that exist be supplied this 

power; or will the energy needs of 5,723 new homes be met? Certainly, providing new energy supply 

sources to meet the existing demand and goals for clean energy does not prohibit triggering an 

expansion of growth that may be (currently) inhibited because there is a lack of new energy supplies. This 
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is akin to building any new supply source for utility expansion (a new supply well for potable water, a new 

[Wastewater Treatment Plant] WWTP for a sewer district and power supply facility-including a solar array 

for an electric utility company). Each example might induce new growth as the result of filling an existing 

limit or void in the supply side. Is this energy supply being used to support energy demands of the 

Southampton Town Riverside Redevelopment Project or any other proposed large scale development 

project of regional significance? Are any new solar projects being proposed in Riverhead? Other local 

townships? Include quantifiable and supporting documentation regarding the electricity for the 5,723 

homes, and whether they would be existing homes or new development. [C1-3, C1-9, C1-27] 

Response No. GI-1 

The proposed action would not cause significant population increase and would not increase 

development potential in the project area. The purpose for the proposed action is to replace existing 

generation capacity of the grid with a renewable energy source that does not rely upon the combustion 

of fossil fuels or the generation of significant air emissions, as do the existing traditional power plants, in 

support of local, regional and statewide energy goals. 

LIPA engages in planning studies to forecast capacity needs of its entire service area and to plan for 

meeting these future needs. Thus, energy needs for future population growth and future development of 

residences and business, within the LIPA’s service area, which includes the Town, are accounted for by 

LIPA’s planning efforts.  

The results of LIPA’s latest planning efforts are presented in its 2017 Integrated Resources Plan (IRP).1  

PSEG’s IRP summary indicates that Long Island’s peak load forecast has declined by over 24 percent, or 

approximately 1,700 MW, since 2013 (page 4). Further, LIPA currently has surplus generation capacity out 

to 2035 (PSEG IRP summary, page 11). Based on these results, the Brattle Group prepared the LIPA 

Generation Planning Review, on behalf of LIPA.2  The review found that 2016 and 2017 load forecasts 

indicate that additional capacity would not be needed until 2030 and 2035, respectively, and that neither 

development of the Caithness Long Island II power plant nor repowering of the E.F. Barret and Port 

Jefferson power plants are expected to be needed (page 1). According to the PSEG IRP summary, the 

decline in the peak load forecast is due to behind the meter initiatives, such as energy efficiency initiatives 

and rooftop solar installations, that have resulted in low rates of growth for electricity demand (page 8). 

Based on the foregoing, no additional generation capacity is expected to be needed in order to meet 

current and future energy demands for Long Island. Accordingly, the availability of energy is not a limiting 

factor on future development potential within the Town. 

According to the LIPA resolution that authorized LIPA to enter into a PPA with the Applicant, adopted by 

the LIPA Board of Trustees at its December 17, 2014 meeting, LIPA sought to add new renewable energy 

generation to its energy portfolio and to replace inefficient peaking units from the system through the 

Request for Proposals for up to 280 MW of New, On-Island, Renewable Capacity and Energy (the “280 

MW RFP”). The 280 MW RFP, issued October 18, 2013, recognized LIPA’s plan to add 400 MW of 

renewable energy to the system by 2018, and requested applicants to submit proposals that would supply 

 
1 PSEG Long Island, 2017 Integrated Resource Plan: PSEG Long Island Analysis Summary, April 10, 2017 (accessed July 31, 2017); 

available from http://www.lipower.org/pdfs/company/trans/2017-04-10_PSEG_IRP_Summary_Report.pdf 

2 Brattle Group, LIPA Generation Planning Review, April 6, 2017 (accessed August 2, 2017); available from 

http://www.lipower.org/pdfs/company/trans/2017-04-06_Brattle%20Report_Redacted.pdf.  

 

http://www.lipower.org/pdfs/company/trans/2017-04-10_PSEG_IRP_Summary_Report.pdf
http://www.lipower.org/pdfs/company/trans/2017-04-06_Brattle%20Report_Redacted.pdf
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up to 280 MW of renewable energy. The 20 MW of energy generated by the proposed action would 

contribute to a diversification of LIPA’s resource portfolio and would allow for generating units that are 

more expensive to run and that cause more greenhouse gas emissions to be used less frequently or 

retired (such units are typically those peaking units LIPA is seeking to replace). It is noted that LIPA’s 

current and future plans for procurement of additional renewable energy generation, including that 

resulting from the proposed action, will help to achieve New York’s goal to have 50 percent of its energy 

needs met through renewable sources by 2030 (page 6), which will require that LIPA acquire 800 MW of 

renewable generation by 2030.3 

As indicated in Section 4.4.2 of the DEIS, the 20 MW of electricity from the proposed action would 

generate sufficient electricity that could power the 5,723 homes. Data on generating capacity of the 

proposed action from the Applicant and average electricity use data for New York State households from 

the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) were used to estimate that the proposed action could 

power 5,723 homes. The relevant excerpt from Section 4.4.2 of the DEIS (Pages 133-134) is reproduced 

below: 

Based on site- and project-specific results of a PVsyst Photovoltaic Software model analysis, which 

accounts for a range of variables including monthly albedo values (i.e., the solar radiance that 

reaches the earth’s surface) at the subject property, project-specific PV array and system generation 

and loss factors, and loss factors during conversion at the step-up facility (see model results in 

Appendix I of the DEIS), the sPower Calverton solar facility will result in an annual supply of 37,648 

megawatt hours (MWh) to the LIPA power grid for use by PSEG Long Island’s customers. According 

to the latest available data (2009) from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), the 

average household in New York State consumes 6,578 kilowatt hours (kWh), or approximately 6.6 

MWh, annually.4  Therefore, based on these factors, the proposed action would be expected to 

generate sufficient electricity to power approximately 5,723 homes - - the equivalent of over 44 

percent of the total number of homes in the Town of Riverhead. 

The number of homes in the Town of Riverhead was sourced from 2010 U.S. Census Bureau data (Profile 

of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010). The 2010 Census data indicated there were 

12,990 occupied housing units in the Town of Riverhead. This data was used as a reference to put the 

5,723 homes into context. As mentioned in the DEIS, the electricity generated by the proposed action 

would power the equivalent of 5,723 homes. However, electricity generated at a particular power plant or 

generating facility is not transmitted to a specific location(s). 

Based on the information above, which indicates that generation capacity is not a factor for population 

growth or new development in the LIPA transmission and distribution system area, the proposed action’s 

20 MW of renewable energy would not induce additional development and/or growth. LIPA, and New 

York State as a whole, are looking to shift energy generating capacity to renewable sources and retire 

existing electric plants, and avoid new construction of, non-renewable generation. Moreover, there are 

innumerable factors associated with development of new homes and of larger-scale development projects 

 
3 Long Island Power Authority, Energy Guide: 2017 Long Island Integrated Resource Plan and Repowering Studies (accessed August 2, 

2017); available from http://www.lipower.org/papers/reports.html. 

4 United States Energy Information Administration, Table CE4.7 from 2009 Residential Energy Consumption Survey (RECS) (accessed 

May 2017); available at http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/data/2009/index.cfm?view=consumption. 

http://www.lipower.org/papers/reports.html
http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/data/2009/index.cfm?view=consumption
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in the Town of Riverhead and other municipalities, including availability of land, local land use controls, 

and market demand, among other socioeconomic considerations. 

It should also be noted that, applications for future significant developments that may require project-

specific discretionary approvals from state or local agencies would be subject to further review under 

SEQRA, and, thus, their associated potential environmental impacts (including secondary and cumulative 

impacts) would be analyzed to evaluate whether significant adverse impacts would result from such 

development. 

Comment No. GI-2 

The FEIS must clarify how the new energy supplies are allocated; new development, existing development 

or a mix. Are future growing energy needs indicated in the DEIS generated by growth projections in 

Riverhead, other east end towns, Suffolk County or New York State? Is the proposed action providing 

electricity to meet the upcoming and existing demand through justification of sustainable development; 

or is the proposed action a “replacement” for fossil fuels whereby no increase in electrical connections are 

anticipated whereby the electrical demand (status quo) remains the same? This is an important aspect for 

growth inducement and needs/benefits evaluations. This is why the Lead Agency has requested 

information on other proposed facilities within Suffolk County for an evaluation as to whether or not 

other municipalities are constructing solar facilities at specific locations or Riverhead has a 

disproportionate number of acres (regardless of zoning use district) committed to solar power facilities. 

There is a perception that placing these facilities in Riverhead for providing electricity to areas outside the 

Town may trigger and environmental injustice to the host community. [C1-14, C1-27] 

Response No. GI-2 

Electricity generated within the LIPA transmission and distribution system area is dispersed throughout 

the Long Island electricity zone (i.e., Zone K, see New York Independent Service Operation Zone maps5). In 

addition, there are cables connecting the Long Island zones to regional power markets to supplement 

energy needs during peak times.6 As mentioned above in Response No. GI-1, electricity generated at a 

particular power plant or generating facility is not transmitted to a specific location(s). Division of the 

electricity that would be generated by the proposed action among existing and future users is not 

feasible. 

As also discussed in Response No. GI-1, and as suggested within the comment, the proposed facility is 

intended to replace existing generation capacity on the grid with a renewable energy source, reducing the 

reliance on traditional power plants that operate on the combustion of fossil fuels and produce related air 

emissions. The determination by LIPA that no additional generation capacity will be needed through 2035 

attests to the fact that the proposed action will replace generation, rather than increase the generation 

capacity of the grid as a whole. 

The table contained in Appendix I of this FEIS and Response No. GI-4, below, provides detail on the 

existing solar facilities within LIPAs distribution and transmission area, including their capacities and the 

locations of the larger systems (i.e., those rated at 1.0 MW or above). As indicated therein, the majority of 

the solar generation capacity of these larger systems is currently located outside of the Town of Riverhead 

 
5 http://www.nyiso.com/public/markets_operations/market_data/maps/index.jsp  

6 LIPA, DPS Public Statement Hearings Information Session Agenda (accessed August 2, 2017); available from available from 

http://www.lipower.org/papers/reports.html. 

http://www.nyiso.com/public/markets_operations/market_data/maps/index.jsp
http://www.lipower.org/papers/reports.html
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(i.e., 85.6 percent of all large system capacity). Even upon implementation of the proposed action (i.e., the 

addition of 20 MW rated capacity at the subject property in the Town of Riverhead), the majority of all 

capacity would still continue to be located outside of the Town. Moreover, the DEIS demonstrated 

throughout that the proposed action would be consistent with the zoning requirements and special 

permit criteria for the Town’s Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems; would be located within one 

of the Town’s only five zoning districts where such facilities may be built (out of 36 total zoning districts); 

and would be consistent with local and state energy goals. 

Comment No. GI-3 

Section 3.1.3 of the DEIS suggests the proposed action will essentially benefit the Town by, “helping to 

provide for growing energy needs in a non-polluting manner.” The FEIS needs to be specific and quantify 

“growing energy needs within Riverhead.” [C1-19] 

Response No. GI-3 

As indicated in Response No. GI-1, since 2013, Long Island’s peak load forecast has declined by 24 

percent, and the LIPA system, which includes the Town of Riverhead, will not require additional capacity 

until 2035. Thus, the above-referenced statement from the DEIS should be qualified to indicate that the 

proposed action will help to provide for new energy from renewable sources that will serve the LIPA 

transmission and distribution system, including the Town, with electricity generation that does not involve 

combustion of fossil fuels or air emissions associated therewith.  

Comment No. GI-4 

Provide a list of proposed and completed solar projects within the municipalities listed in Table 21: 

Summary of East End Municipal Solar Ordinances. [C1-28] 

Response No. GI-4 

A representative of PSEG Long Island was contacted regarding the above comment, which yielded a table 

of all operating solar projects that have a signed Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with LIPA (see table in 

Appendix I). Several are smaller rooftop systems, which are scattered throughout the LIPA distribution and 

transmission area. The larger systems, i.e., those rated at 1.0 MW or above) generally include ground-

mounted projects such as that proposed. These larger systems are identified in Table 2, below: 

Table 2 Solar Projects with LIPA PPA (>1.0 MW) 

  Project Size (MWAC) COD/Operation Date Municipality(ies) 

1 Long Island Solar Farm 31.5 11/1/2011 Brookhaven 

2 Eastern Long Island Solar Project (Carports) 11.3 
Various 

(Oct 2011-Oct 2012) 
Islip, Smithtown, 
Southampton  

3 Leavenworth Greenworks LLC 9.5 5/31/2016 Brookhaven 

4 Sutter Greenworks LLC 5.0 11/2/2015 Riverhead 

5 GES Megafour, LLC 3.0 10/30/2015 Riverhead 

6 Cedar Creek B 1.9 6/30/2017 Hempstead 

7 Sterlington Greenworks LLC 1.3 11/2/2015 Riverhead 

8 Tanger Factory Outlet Centers Inc. (Rooftop) 1.2 2/17/2017 Babylon  
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The table included in Appendix I indicates that there are approximately 76.5 MW of solar facilities 

operating under PPAs with LIPA. Table 2, above, indicates that the vast majority (i.e., 64.7 MW) of the total 

capacity is in the form of larger systems, of which there are eight. Of that number, a total of 55.4 MW, or 

approximately 85.6 percent of all large system capacity, are located outside of the Town of Riverhead. 

These systems are primarily located within other Suffolk County townships, with the exception of the 1.9-

MW-facility at the Cedar Creek sewage treatment plant in Nassau County. 

Comment No. GI-5 

The DEIS provides statements from a mix of energy plans including County and State goals. Page 134 

includes the LIPA February 2010 Goals and an acknowledgement by the applicant that the proposed 

action “would add 20MW of new electricity to the system.” This statement regarding new power supplies 

supports potential for growth inducement. [C1-31] 

Response No. GI-5 

The statement that the proposed action “would add 20MW or new electricity to the system” should be 

qualified to indicate that the 20 MW generated by the proposed action would be new electricity 

generated from renewable resources. As indicated in Response No. GI-1, the LIPA system has sufficient 

capacity until 2035, and generation from renewable sources will allow peaking units to be retired and help 

New York State to meet its goal wherein 50 percent of all electricity generation will be from renewable 

resources by 2030. This qualified discussion does not support potential for growth inducement. 

3.6 Cumulative Impacts 

Comment No. CI-1 

The FEIS must confirm there are no pending applications for additional solar facilities by including an 

acknowledgement from the Town of Riverhead Planning Department. [C1-29] 

Response No. CI-1 

By letter dated August 8, 2017, Mr. Greg Bergman of the Town of Riverhead Planning Department advised 

that there are “no other applications for commercial solar energy production facilities within the Town of 

Riverhead” apart from proposed action. A copy of the aforementioned correspondence is included in 

Appendix J of this FEIS. 

Comment No. CI-2 

In Section 4.1, Cumulative Impacts, the DEIS states the cumulative impact assessment was well beyond the 

level of detail required by SEQRA. In lieu of the comments of growth inducement, 5,723 homes, meeting 

future or current energy demands and sustainable growth, the Planning Department recommends this 

general statement regarding the detail required be removed. The applicant quantified the energy supplied 

by the proposed action and number of homes that could be supplied. These are reasonably “foreseeable 

impacts” and hardly speculative. The EPCAL property and Southampton’s proposed redevelopment in 

Flanders are active development projects. [C1-30] 
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Response No. CI-2 

Per this FEIS, the discussion of 5,723 homes in the DEIS was presented as a means of providing context for 

the estimated quantity of electricity that is expected to be generated by the proposed facility. The 

proposed action will not result in or facilitate the development of new homes, or any other future 

developments that would have a demand for electricity (e.g., EPCAL or Riverside). Instead, the proposed 

action will replace existing generation by traditional power plants on the utility grid which rely upon the 

burning of fossil fuels, with a clean, renewable source of electricity in accordance with local and state 

goals. 

3.7 Alternatives to the Proposed Action 

Comment No. ALT-1 

The DEIS did not evaluate the solar facilities in Suffolk County, NY as alternative locations, but the 

applicant has evaluated alternative sites within the Town of Riverhead. [C1-10] 

Response No. ALT-1 

The comment is noted. 

Comment No. ALT-2 

Provide a source for the information in Table 24: Projected Tax Revenues (Alternative Industrial Uses). In 

the paragraph below Table 24 please revise the reference to the “xxx” above. [C1-32] 

Response No. ALT-2 

As indicated on Page 154 of the DEIS, the tax projections under the Alternative Industrial Use presented in 

Table 24 (Page 155 of the DEIS) relied upon the property value and value of improvements for the existing 

industrial use on the adjacent property (i.e., SCTM parcel no. 0600 – 116.00 – 01.00 – 007.004; hereinafter 

“Lot 7.4”). The specific methodology used to estimate the future tax revenues of the industrial use 

alternative is as follows: 

› According to the Town of Riverhead 2016-2017 Tax Roll, Lot 7.4 is 28.62 acres in size, a land value of 

$162,400, and a total value of $1,100,000. The size of the existing building located on Lot 7.4 was 

scaled from a contemporary aerial photograph to measure approximately 132,000 SF in size. 

› Based on these given values, the land value of the 104.84 acres of developable industrial subdivision 

land under this alternative (i.e., Parcel A minus a 50-foot roadway right-of-way serving the subdivision) 

was estimated as follows: 

1) $162,400 ÷ 28.62 Ac = $5,674.35/Ac 

2) $5,674.35/Ac x 104.84 Ac = $594,899 

› The value of improvements for Lot 7.4 was calculated by netting the given land value from the given 

total value, i.e., $1,100,000 minus $162,400, indicating a value of improvements of $937,600 for the 

132,000 SF industrial use building. 

› Applied to the expected 786,075 SF of industrial use building floor area under this alternative yielded 

an estimate of the value of improvements for the alternative as follows: 
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1) $937,600 ÷ 132,000 SF = $7.10303/SF 

2) $7.10303/SF x 786,075 = $5,583,515 

› The total value of this alternative was, therefore, estimated to be $594,899 (land value) plus $5,583,515 

(improvements value), or $6,178,414. 

› All current property tax rates, as presented in Table 24 of the DEIS, were then applied to this total 

taxable value to derive the projected property tax revenue. 

Table 24 in the DEIS contains an error and reflects a minor mathematical error. The tax revenue projection 

for the industrial use alternative includes the estimated revenues (developed using data from the 2016-

2017 Tax Roll in a similar fashion as described above) that would be received by the Town of Riverhead as 

property taxes from the property and existing improvements on Parcels B and C (i.e., $13,060.94 as shown 

in Table 20 of the DEIS). The error does not materially affect any conclusions presented in the DEIS or any 

comparisons of impacts or benefits between the proposed action and this alternative contained therein. A 

corrected and more complete Table 24 is presented below: 

Table 3 Projected Tax Revenues (Alternative Industrial Use) (REVISED) 

Alternative Site Development – Industrial Subdivision 

 Taxable Value Tax Rate per $1,000 Tax Amount 

County General Fund  $      6,178,414  1.411  $            8,717.74  

NYS Real Property Tax Law  $      6,178,414  0.526  $            3,249.85  

NYS MTA Tax  $      6,178,414  0.048  $               296.56  

Out of County Tuition  $      6,178,414  0.174  $            1,075.04  

Riverhead Town Tax  $      6,178,414  43.157  $        266,641.81  

Town Highway 1,2,3,4  $      6,178,414  8.483  $          52,411.49  

Riverhead CSD #2  $      6,178,414  106.607  $        658,662.18  

Riverhead Free Library  $      6,178,414  3.861  $          23,854.86  

Baiting Hollow Free Library  $      6,178,414  0.014  $                86.50  

Riverhead Ambulance District (AM001)  $      6,178,414  1.945  $         12,017.02  

Riverhead Fire Zone 1 (FD302)  $      6,178,414  7.438  $         45,955.04  

Lighting District (LT301)  $      6,178,414  1.305  $           8,062.83  

Water Ext. 37 (RWD343)  $      6,178,414  1.036  $           6,400.84  

Subtotal  $   $1,087,431.76  

Plus Proposed Parcels B&C  $        $13,060.94  

Total Property Taxes  $   1,100,492.70  

The paragraph below Table 24 in the DEIS contains only one reference, which is to Table 24. 

3.8 Miscellaneous Comments 

Comment No. GEN-1 

The list of required approvals and text within the DEIS did not include sufficient statements regarding the 

easement required from the Town of Riverhead for placement of privately owned and maintained utilities 

in a public roadway owned and operated by the Town. The applicant must identify the process, revenues 
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to the Town if applicable and expenses, restrictions, rights to access, duration and renewals, assignments 

and legal responsibilities regarding this necessary easement. A copy of the draft legal instrument must be 

included in the FEIS as an appendix. [C1-1, C1-16] 

Response No. GEN-1 

The Town Attorney has agreed to provide the applicant’s counsel with a proposed easement granting 

permission to install the gen-tie route beneath the Edwards Avenue roadway. The easement will be 

agreed upon by the Town and applicant prior to implementation of the proposed action. 

Comment No. GEN-2 

The list of approvals listed in the FEIS must include the status of each application/approval including a 

date of application and expected date of decision or action. Please include the Utility Easement required 

from the Town of Riverhead and the NYSDEC and Town of Riverhead Conservation Advisory Committee 

(CAC), even if wetland non-jurisdictional letters are secured from these agencies. [C1-2, C1-5]  

 

Response No. GEN-2 

The list of required permits and approvals provided at Table 3 of the DEIS, and their current status, is 

presented below: 

Table 4 Required Permits and Approvals (REVISED) 

Agency Required Permit/Approval Status 

Town of Riverhead Town Board Special Permit 

Utility Easement 
Pending SEQRA 

To be Submitted 

Town of Riverhead Planning Board Subdivision; Site Plan Pending SEQRA 

Town of Riverhead Board of Appeals Potential Area Variance(s) for Solar 

Collection Facility 
To be Submitted (if 

required) 

Town of Riverhead Building Department Building Permit Submission pending Subdivision, 

Site Plan and Variance Approvals 

Town of Riverhead Highway Department Road Opening Permit To be Submitted 

Town of Riverhead CAC Permit or Letter of Non-jurisdiction Awaiting confirmation from Town 

New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation 
Notice of Intent (SPDES General Permit 

for Stormwater [GP-0-15-002]); 

Wetlands Letter of Non-Jurisdiction 

NOI to be submitted; Wetlands 

Non-Jurisdiction Letter Secured 

on 9/4/14 

New York State Department of 

Transportation 
 

Highway Work Permit To be Submitted 

It should be noted that a letter of Non-Jurisdiction was secured from the NYSDEC for the existing solar PV 

energy facility located on the solar collector parcel. The proposed action would include the routing of the 

proposed gen-tie line within that same property, as well as the construction of the collector facility. The 

proposed improvements will be similar in nature to those implemented at that site as part of the prior 

project, and the current proposed improvements will respect an equivalent or greater setback to the 

(partially) on-site NYSDEC-regulated freshwater wetland (No. R-41) as did the prior project. Therefore, it is 

expected that no freshwater wetland permit would be required for the current proposed action. A copy of 

the formal determination of No-Jurisdiction is provided in Appendix K to this FEIS. 
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With respect to the wetland permit jurisdiction of the Town of Riverhead, please refer to Response No. 

EF-1, above, and correspondence in Appendix E to this FEIS. No Town wetland permit is expected to be 

required. 

Comment No. GEN-3 

What happens after the 20-year Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)? Who will own the rights to the 

property and its development if sPower is no longer a solvent organization? Are all the easements 

transferable? How will the Town be advised of all transfers of company and property ownerships? This 

comment needs to be addressed throughout the entire DEIS. [C1-4] 

Response No. GEN-3 

As discussed in the DEIS, it is expected that the proposed facility will be decommissioned at the end of the 

20-year term. The applicant sPower will continue to own the subject property, or its successors will, as 

with any real estate. The easements over private property for the proposed gen-tie line are site controlled 

by the applicant (see Memoranda of Easement Option Agreement) in Appendix D of this FEIS, wherein the 

terms for transfer of the easements are set forth. The Town Attorney has agreed to provide the applicant’s 

counsel with a proposed easement granting permission to install the gen-tie route beneath the Edwards 

Avenue roadway, which is also expected to address the terms of transfer. In addition to the provisions of 

the proposed easement, the Town of Riverhead would benefit from the Town’s extensive requirements 

associated with the Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems Special Permit for decommissioning, 

which require, among other things, that a decommissioning plan be submitted, and that a surety 

acceptable to the Town be maintained in an amount sufficient to cover the cost of removal of the facility. 

Comment No. GEN-4 

Please verify that the proposed action would qualify for exemption from requirements under Article VII of 

the New York State Public Service Law for solar generation under 80 MW, as indicated in Section 2.6, 

Required Permits and Approvals, Gen Tie Approvals. The exemption is stated as “expected.” It may also be 

denied, so this requires some clarification. [C1-6] 

Response No. GEN-4 

As stated on page 13 of the DEIS, approval under Article VII of the NY Public Service Law from the NY 

Public Service Commission (“PSC”) for the gen-tie line for the proposed solar facility would not be 

required because certain thresholds requiring such Article VII approval, based on the voltage and length 

of the line, are not met by the proposed project.  The other way in which PSC approvals could be 

necessary for the line is if the owner of the line is treated as an “electric corporation” (as utilities are 

defined) under the Public Service Law.  Under the NY Public Service Law, however, a solar generating 

facility with an electric generating capacity of 80 MW or less is excluded from the definition of an “electric 

corporation,” and thus, is not subject to the requirements of an electric corporation that owns a 

transmission line, so long as that facility is located at or near the generator site.  The PSC has generally 

interpreted this exemption to apply to transmission lines located within a mile of the site of the generator.  

Thus, this “exemption” was stated to be “expected” in the DEIS because the proposed solar facility is 

planned to have an electric generating capacity of 20 MW, much less than the 80 MW threshold, and 

because the proposed gen-tie line would be located near (defined as within one mile of) the generating 

facility.  There is no process whereby the exemption would either be approved or denied; rather, it either 
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applies or it does not, based on the size (80 MW or less in generating capacity), type (alternative energy) 

of generating facility and location of the line. 

Comment No. GEN-5 

The DEIS does not quantify the existing site’s use of water, fertilizer, pesticides, and prime agricultural 

soils, if present, that are used for the sod farm operations. This information should be included in the FEIS 

for an improved evaluation of the existing conditions compared to the proposed action and listed 

alternatives. [C1-11] 

Response No. GEN-5 

The proposed action is expected to result in a net environmental benefit as compared to the existing uses 

of the subject property. Agricultural uses typically represent a significant demand for potable water for 

irrigation, and as sources of potential water resource contaminants such as nitrogen (from fertilizers) and 

pesticides. The subject property includes, among other parcels, a 109±-acre sod farm parcel (i.e., SCTM 

Parcel District 0600 – Section 116.00 – Block 01.00 – Lot 007.002), which is nearly entirely devoted to sod 

production. 

For agricultural uses, irrigation application quantities may vary with conditions, with management 

practices, and depending what is grown, among other variables. In order to estimate the irrigation 

demands from a typical sod farm, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) publication, Estimating 

Irrigation Water Use in the Humid Eastern United States7 (the “USGS Irrigation Study”) was referenced. The 

USGS Irrigation Study collected data on irrigation use at turf (sod) farms in the state of Rhode Island – 

which has a similar coastal location to the Town of Riverhead and is approximately 50 miles from the 

Town at its nearest point. Four to nine study sites were observed over a period of five years. The results of 

the USGS Irrigation Study indicate that the study properties utilized, on average, between 1.1 and 6.8 

inches of irrigation water per year, with a mean of 3.5 inches. Based on this mean of 3.5 inches per year, 

the 109±acre sod farm at the subject property utilizes an estimated 10,593,361± gallons of irrigation 

water per year. As expressed above, this value could range higher or lower based on a variety of factors. 

By contrast, the proposed action is expected to utilize a limited irrigation system to sustain the planted 

buffer along selected perimeters of the proposed solar PV facility (see preliminary Planting Plan in 

Appendix B of this FEIS). No irrigation is proposed for the plantings that are to be installed beneath the 

solar panel arrays. 

As with irrigation, fertilizer use can also vary significantly with conditions, with management practices, and 

depending upon what is grown, among other variables. It is recognized that the owner of the on-site sod 

farm could decide to use its fields instead to grow one or more of a variety of crops, at its own discretion. 

Therefore, in characterizing the quantities of fertilizer use that could occur at this farm property absent 

the proposed action, published data was referenced for general agricultural uses. Within the neighboring 

Town of Brookhaven’s Forge River Watershed Management Plan (March 2012), a factor of 3.5 pounds per 

year per 1,000 square feet of land area was used in modeling the nitrogen inputs from parcels in 

agricultural use. While fertilizers commonly also contain nutrients other than nitrogen (e.g., phosphorous), 

the nitrogen load was calculated as a means of quantifying the potential fertilizer use at the subject 

property. Based on the application rate of 3.5 pounds per year per 1,000 square feet, the 109±-acre sod 

 
7 Levin, S.B., and Zarriello, P.J., 2013, Estimating irrigation water use in the humid eastern United States: U.S. Geological Survey 

Scientific Investigations Report 2013-5066, 32p., http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2013/5066/. 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2013/5066/


Final Environmental Impact Statement 

 

 31 Responses to Substantive Comments  

farm at the subject property would utilize enough fertilizer to introduce 16,618 pounds of nitrogen into 

the local environment. Instead, under the proposed action, the areas beneath the solar panel arrays will be 

seeded with native, and low-maintenance, non-fertilizer dependent species, which will require virtually no 

fertilization as part of its routine maintenance. 

With respect to pesticide use, it is not practical to estimate the quantity of pesticides that might be 

applied to the subject property. Pesticide use is common in agriculture, but the range of products and 

management practices is too diverse to practically quantify. Nonetheless, it is recognized that pesticides 

would likely be used at the subject property if agricultural uses continued, whereas the proposed 

unmanned solar facility with native and low-maintenance species planted throughout the property would 

not require regular pesticide application. 

The prime agricultural soils present at the subject property are identified within Table 1 of this FEIS (see 

Page 11), and their location and extent are represented on Figure 3 (see Page 12 of this FEIS). The DEIS 

calculated the areas of each type of soil among the overall 165.4± acres that comprise the subject 

property, including the subdivision property (Parcels A, B and C), the easement properties, and the solar 

collection facility parcel (see Table 9 at Page 47 of the DEIS). As indicated by Table 9 of the DEIS, there are 

approximately 114.4 acres of prime agricultural soils among the five relevant soil types present at the 

overall subject property. Prime agricultural soils at the subject property are expected to remain largely 

intact upon implementation of the proposed action, as discussed further within Response Nos. LUZ-1, 

ST-1 and ST-2, above. 

Comment No. GEN-6 

Provide a description of construction techniques for the gen tie crossing of Edwards Avenue. [C1-15] 

Response No. GEN-6 

Directional drilling will be used in order install the generation tie in under Edwards Avenue. A schematic 

drawing depicting the proposed improvements is inset on the preliminary Gen-Tie Route – Utility Profile 

(see Sheet No. PR-1 in Appendix B). The project will have one, 6-inch HDPE power conduit, and one, 4-

inch communications HDPE conduit. The drilling equipment will be placed within the easement and the 

bore will be advanced at an angle of approximately 25 degrees. Contractors will take all proper measures 

to ensure the existing utilities are not affected by utilizing mark out “One Call” services as well as by using 

ground penetrating radar, as needed, to ensure the boring remains clear of existing utilities. The boring 

under the roadway will take approximately 1-2 days, and work zone safety management will be performed 

to maintain safe pedestrian and vehicular access. 
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Neal Lewis, Esq., Executive Director 
7180 Republic Airport,  
Farmingdale, New York 11735 
P: 516.323.4510          
F: 631.777.8281 

Feb. 16, 2017 

Re: Support for Riverhead 20 MW Solar Project in Riverhead  

To Whom It May Concern:  

The Sustainability Institute supports efforts to significantly increase the generation of 
renewable energy for Long Island’s electric grid so as to greatly reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions, clean the air we breathe, and set us on tract to meet the New York State 
Clean Energy Standard as established under the strong leadership of Governor Cuomo.  

I write today as the executive director of the Sustainability Institute at Molloy College to 
express our support for sPower’s proposed 20 MW solar project to be located in the 
Town of Riverhead. This project could play an important role in providing New York 
communities with clean power to help meet the 50% renewable energy generation by 
2030 New York State Clean Energy Standard while also providing distributed energy 
generation consistent the New York’s Renewing the Energy Vision (REV). 

This Project will be located on land that is zoned Industrial and that has been used for 
agriculture. A solar project at this site will allow the land to rest, it will not tap into the 
ground water supply while allowing ground water to recharge without pesticides and 
synthetic fertilizers that harm the water that we all rely upon for our drinking water 
supply.  

In sum, consistent with both our mission of advancing a sustainable energy plan for Long 
Island, and achieving the Governor’s Clean Energy Standard, the Sustainability Institute 
writes to express our support for the sPower 20 MW solar project that will advance a 
green economy in Riverhead and be a much better local use of land than the alternative of 
a warehouse or some other Industrial use causing traffic and stressing the local resources.  

Sincerely, 

Neal Lewis 
Executive Director 
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TOWN OF RIVERHEAD 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

200 HOWELL AVENUE, RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK 11901-2596 
(631) 727-3200, FAX (631) 727-9101 

 

SEQRA Staff Report 
June 10, 2017 
 
Review of the DEIS SPower- Determination of Adequacy and Document Distribution for Public 
Review and Comment 
Jeffrey Seeman, CGCS/CEP 
Town of Riverhead Environmental Planner 
 
The purpose of determination of adequacy is necessary to evaluate how the sPower DEIS, dated 
May 2017, prepared by VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, PC complies 
with required environmental assessment identified in Final Scope prepared and issued by the 
Town of Riverhead Planning Board, acting as Lead Agency. 
 
The DEIS was delivered to the Planning Department on Thursday June 8, 2017 and minor changes 
were added on Friday June 9, 2017. The DEIS was reviewed on June 8-10 to determine if the DEIS 
was adequate for public review. The DEIS does comply with the minimum requirements of 
adequacy and does meet the requirements set forth in the April 6, 2017 Final Scope adopted by the 
Planning Board as Lead Agency by resolution 2017-030. The DEIS review stimulated comments 
which are identified and summarized below. Although the DEIS has addressed the issues 
identified in the Final Scope, several review comments surfaced with consistency. It is 
recommended each of these comments together with all substantive comments raised during the 
DEIS review and comment period be addressed in the FEIS: 
 

1. The list of required approvals and text within the DEIS did not include sufficient 
statements regarding the easement required from the Town of Riverhead for placement of 
privately owned and maintained utilities in a public roadway owned and operated by the 
Town. The applicant must identify the process, revenues to the Town if applicable and 
expenses, restrictions, rights to access, duration and renewals, assignments and legal 
responsibilities regarding this necessary easement. A copy of the draft legal instrument 
must be included in the FEIS as an appendix. 

2. The list of approvals listed in the FEIS must include the status of each 
application/approval including a date of application and expected date of decision or 
action. 
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3. The applicant has addressed the question of growth inducing impacts by providing both 
background from the SEQRA Handbook and 6NYCRR Part 617.9 (b) (5) (iii) as to its 
applicability to this application. That said, there was found contradiction in the DEIS 
suggesting that no significant growth inducing aspects are associated with the project.  
The document states the proposed solar facility will generate enough electricity to power 
5,723 residential homes, equal to 44% of homes located in Riverhead. This raises the 
question, will the electrical needs of 5,723 homes that exist be supplied this power; or will 
the energy needs of 5,723 new homes be met? The purpose of adding growth inducement 
to the Final Scope was to identify additional solar arrays that could be built in the study 
area, and what impact this proposed action and potentially future facilities may have on 
the area with respect to the supply side of energy necessary to meet the demand of existing 
and new development. Certainly providing new energy supply sources to meet the 
existing demand and goals for clean energy does not prohibit triggering an expansion of 
growth that may be (currently) inhibited because there is a lack of new energy supplies. 
This is akin to building any new supply source for utility expansion (a new supply well 
for potable water, a new WWTP for a sewer district and power supply facility-including 
a solar array for an electric utility company). Each example might induce new growth as 
the result of filling an existing limit or void in the supply side. Is this energy supply being 
used to support energy demands of the Southampton Town Riverside Redevelopment 
Project or any other proposed large scale development project of regional significance? The 
FEIS must better address and clarify this issue.  

 
Comments: 
1. Executive Summary page iii: What happens after 20 years? Who will own the rights to the 

property and its development if SPower is no longer a solvent organization? Are all the 
easements transferable? How will the Town be advised of all transfers of company and 
property ownerships? This comment needs to be addressed throughout the entire EIS. 

2. Table 3 page 13: Add- Utility Easement Town of Riverhead. Add- dates of submissions and 
expected decision dates. This must be done wherever this table is reproduced within the 
document. The CAC and NYSDEC should be added to the list even if letters of non-
jurisdiction are secured form each of these agencies.  

3. Page 13: Gen Tie Approvals – in the last sentence of paragraph 1 please verify the exception. 
The exemption is stated as “expected.” It may also be denied, so this requires some 
clarification. 

4. Executive Summary xi: 1.3 Soils and Topography: the section needs to identify all soils that 
are listed as Prime Agricultural Soils, and the policy of protection and importance of same. 

5. Executive Summary xvi: Socioeconomics – clarify the duration of the temporary jobs and 
provide actual example(s) of the applicant’s experience in support of prior history that a 
solar array of this size provides 100-200 construction jobs.  

6. Executive Summary xvii 1.7 Growth Inducement- “The capacity of the proposed gen-tie 
line would be sufficient only for the currently proposed project and would not be capable 
of accommodating the additional load for another, similar project(s).  Additionally, the 
proposed action would not cause a population increase and would not increase 
development potential in the project area.” How about the 5,723 homes? Is this energy 
supply being used to support the Southampton Town Riverside Redevelopment Project 
or any other proposed large scale development project of regional significance? Are any 
new solar projects being proposed in Riverhead? Other local townships? 

C1-3

C1-4
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7. Executive Summary xxv: The DEIS did not evaluate the solar facilities in Suffolk County, 
NY as alternative locations but the applicant has evaluated alternative sites within the 
Town of Riverhead. 

8. 2.2 Existing Site Conditions: Page 5- The DEIS does not quantify the existing site’s use of 
water, fertilizer and pesticides, prime Ag-soils if present that are used for the sod farm 
operations. This information should be included in the FEIS for an improved evaluation of 
the existing conditions compared to the proposed action and listed alternatives. 

9. Page 11: Additional economic benefits generated by the green industry must be specific- 
what equipment, supplies and tax base are contemplated? 

10. Page 11: Jobs lost from the existing sod farm will be shifted to other operations controlled 
by the farm owner. The FEIS must include a letter or other form of validation from the sod 
farm that supports the statement. 

11. Page 11: “…the proposed action will also benefit the Town by helping to provide for 
growing energy needs in a sustainable way.” This statement and (page 12) 
acknowledgement that the proposed action can supply electricity to 5,723 homes tends to 
support growth inducement. The FEIS must clarify how the new energy supplies are 
allocated; new development, existing development or a mix. Are the energy demands 
generated by growth projections in Riverhead, other east end towns, Suffolk County or 
NYS? It is common knowledge the South Fork (Southampton and East Hampton) 
generate significant energy demands on the utility especially during peak tourist summer 
season. Southampton has proposed a major redevelopment of the Riverside-Flanders area 
that will require electrical connections. Is the proposed action providing electricity to 
meet the upcoming and existing demand through justification of sustainable development; 
or is the proposed action a “replacement” for fossil fuels whereby no increase in electrical 
connections are anticipated whereby the electrical demand (status quo) remains the same 
? This is an important aspect for growth inducement and needs/benefits evaluations. This 
is why the Lead Agency has requested information on other proposed facilities within 
Suffolk County for an evaluation as to whether or not other municipalities are 
constructing solar facilities at specific locations or Riverhead has a disproportionate 
number of acres (regardless of zoning use district) committed to solar power facilities. 
There is a perception that placing these facilities in Riverhead for providing electricity to 
areas outside the Town may trigger and environmental injustice to the host community. 

12. 2.5 Construction and Phasing: page 12- provide a description of techniques for the gen tie 
crossing of Edwards Avenue. 

13. 2.6 Required Permits and Approvals Pages 12-13: The list of required approvals and text 
within the DEIS did not include sufficient statements regarding the easement required 
from the Town of Riverhead for placement of privately owned and maintained utilities in 
a public roadway owned and operated by the Town. The applicant must identify the 
process, revenue and expenses, restrictions, rights to access, duration and renewals, 
assignments and legal responsibilities regarding this necessary easement. A copy of the 
legal instrument must be included in the FEIS as an appendix. The list of approvals listed 
in the FEIS must include the status of each application/approval including a date of 
application and expected date of decision or action. Please include the NYSDEC and Town 
of Riverhead Conservation Advisory Committee (CAC) wetland non-jurisdictional 
letters. 

14. Page 27: Suffolk County 2015 SCAFPP does not support the conversion of farmland to 
solar facilities. The preparers need to provide direct commentary from the Suffolk County 

C1-10

C1-11

C1-12

C1-13

C1-14

C1-15

C1-16

C1-17
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Planning Commission (SCPC) with respect to the proposed action. This may be in the 
form of coordinating a direct response from the SCPC or for the Lead Agency to solicit 
comments during the DEIS comment period.  

15. Page 42: Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan 2015: Please provide a 
letter form the Riverhead farmland committee with respect to the proposed action. All 
projects involving farmlands are expected to be reviewed by this advisory committee.  

16. Page 45: The last statement on this pages suggests the action will essentially benefit the 
Town by, “helping to provide for growing energy needs in a non-polluting manner.” The 
FEIS needs to be specific and quantify “growing energy needs within Riverhead.” 

17. Table 9 page 47: Identify any Prime Ag soils on this table and in the text section explain 
the importance and fate of any Prime Ag soils that may be impacted by the proposed 
action. 

18. Page 88: provide a letter or other confirmation from the Riverhead CAC that a wetland 
permit is not required. 

19. 3.3.3 Proposed Mitigation page 97: Provide a description of a “wildlife sweep” before and 
during construction as mitigation. 

20. Job Generation page 101: Provide a letter form the sod farm in support of the proposed job 
relocation efforts. 

21. Table 17 Exiting Property Tax Revenue page 102: Provide a source (reference) for the 
information provided in the table.  

22. 3.5.2 Potential Impacts -Job Generation page 103: Provide a duration for the 100-200 
temporary jobs and supporting documentation regarding this prediction and number of 
jobs. 

23. Property Taxes pages 105-105 provide a source for the information on tables 19 and 20. 
24. 3.6 Growth Inducement: see the comments above regarding the 5,723 homes and other 

relevant comments that must be addressed in the FEIS. The comment responses must be 
consistent throughout the document, with quantifiable and supporting information. 

25. Table 21 page 115: Provide a list of proposed and completed solar projects within the 
municipalities listed in table 21. 

26. 4.1 Cumulative Impacts page 118: The FEIS must confirm there are no pending applications 
for additional solar facilities by including an acknowledgement from the Town of 
Riverhead Planning Department. 

27. Page 121: the DEIS states the cumulative impact assessment was well beyond the level of 
detail required by SEQRA. In lieu of the comments of growth inducement, 5,723 homes, 
meeting future or current energy demands and sustainable growth, the Planning 
Department recommends this general statement regarding the detail required be removed. 
The applicant quantified the energy supplied by the proposed action and number of homes 
that could supplied. These are reasonably “foreseeable impacts” and hardly speculative. 
The EPCAL property and Southampton’s proposed redevelopment in Flanders are active 
development projects. 

28. 4.4 Use and Conservation of Energy pages 129-137: The DEIS provides statements from a 
mix of energy plans including County and State goals.  Page 134 includes the LIPA 
February 2010 Goals and an acknowledgement by the applicant that the proposed action 
“would add 20MW of new electricity to the system.” This statement regarding new power 
supplies supports potential for growth inducement. 

C1-17,
Cont'd
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29. Table 24 Projected Tax Revenues (Alternative Industrial Uses): provide a source for the 
information. In the paragraph below please revise the reference to the “xxx” above (this 
may be a typo and “place holder” for Table 24).  

 
 
cc: sPower 
 2180 South 1300 East Suite 600 
 Salt lake City, UT 84106 
 
 Green Meadows, LLC 
 444 Elwood Road 
 East Northport, NY 11731 
 
 VHB Engineering 
 100 Motor Parkway 
 Hauppauge, NY 11788 
 
 C. Kent, Esq. 
 Farrell Fritz, P.C. 
 100 Motor Parkway, Suite 138 
 Hauppauge, NY 11788   
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Grading Plan / 

Landscape Plan

C-4

4

DP CR

SOLAR FARM SEED MIX

30% Festuca rubra Creeping Red Fescue
% SEED BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

30% Festuca ovina 'Whisper' Sheep Fescue 'Whisper'
15% Festuca ovina var. duriuscula (F. longifolia) 'Heron' Hard Fescue 'Heron'
15% Festuca brevipila 'Chariot' Hard Fescue 'Chariot'
10% Lolium multiflorum (L. perenne var. italicum) Annual Ryegrass
Total 100%

SEED MIX NOTES:

1. DISTURBED AREAS TO BE SEEDED ONLY.  SEEDING RATE TO BE 6 LB PER 1,000 SF.
SEED MIX TO BE ERNMX-186 "SOLAR FARM SEED MIX" AS MANUFACTURED BY
ERNST CONSERVATION SEEDS, 8884 MERCER PIKE, MEADVILLE PA, 16335 (800)
873-3321.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL & MAINTAIN (DURING MAINTENANCE PERIOD & PRIOR

TO ACCEPTANCE) SEED APPLICATION AS PER MANUFACTURER'S ESTABLISHMENT AND

RECOMMENDATIONS.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT SOURCE, SAMPLE, CERTIFIED SEED ANALYSIS, AND

DETAILED METHOD OF INSTALLATION & ESTABLISHMENT FOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

APPROVAL PRIOR TO ORDERING.

Drainage Reserve Area
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)
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Solar Facility

Layout, Materials and

Utility Plan

C-5
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0 100 200 400 Feet

Existing Zoning District: Industrial C
Overlay District: Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems
Existing Use: Sod Operations
Proposed Use: Solar Facility

Industrial C Dimensional Criteria

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Existing Proposed Conforms

Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Existing Proposed Conforms

Zoning Summary Chart- Parcel B
SEE DETAIL "A" (THIS SHEET)



DRAINAGE AREA B

DRAINAGE AREA A

DRAINAGE AREA A

DRAINAGE AREA  A

MIDDLE COUNTRY ROAD (SR 25)
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Solar Facility

Grading and

Drainage Plan
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0 100 200 300 Feet

Local Drainage Design Criteria

Drainage Area - A
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)

Drainage Area - B
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)

SEE DETAIL "B" (THIS SHEET)



N.T.S.

N.T.S.

of

Project Number

Sheet

Drawing Number

Drawing Title

Issued for

Checked byDesigned by

Appvd.DateRevisionNo.

v
h

b
.
c
o

m

Date

Engineering, Surveying &

Landscape Architecture, PC

100 Motor Parkway

Suite 135

Hauppauge, NY 11788

631.787.3400

sPower Calverton

Middle Country Road & Peconic Avenue

Town of Riverhead, Calverton, NY

Site Plan Review

 

Not Approved for Construction

August 15, 2016

 13

29194.03

T
h

i
s
 
i
s
 
t
o

 
c
e
r
t
i
f
y
 
t
h

a
t
 
t
h

i
s
 
s
i
t
e
 
p

l
a
n

 
h

a
s
 
b

e
e
n

 
a
p

p
r
o

v
e
d

 
b

y
 
t
h

e
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
o

f
 
t
h

e
 
T
o

w
n

o
f
 
R

i
v
e
r
h

e
a
d

 
b

y
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
R

e
s
o

l
u

t
i
o

n
 
n

u
m

b
e
r
 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 
d

a
t
e
d

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

S
i
g

n
a
t
u

r
e
 
b

y
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
C

h
a
i
r
p

e
r
s
o

n
 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

D
a
t
e
 
o

f
 
s
i
g

n
a
t
u

r
e
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

P
L
A

N
N

I
N

G
 
B

O
A

R
D

 
C

E
R

T
I
F
I
C

A
T
I
O

N

Solar Facility 

Drainage Reserve 

Area Detail

C-7

7

DP CR 



of

Project Number

Sheet

Drawing Number

Drawing Title

Issued for

Checked byDesigned by

Appvd.DateRevisionNo.

v
h

b
.
c
o

m

Date

Engineering, Surveying &

Landscape Architecture, PC

100 Motor Parkway

Suite 135

Hauppauge, NY 11788

631.787.3400

sPower Calverton

Middle Country Road & Peconic Avenue

Town of Riverhead, Calverton, NY

Site Plan Review

 

Not Approved for Construction

August 15, 2016

 13

29194.03

T
h

i
s
 
i
s
 
t
o

 
c
e
r
t
i
f
y
 
t
h

a
t
 
t
h

i
s
 
s
i
t
e
 
p

l
a
n

 
h

a
s
 
b

e
e
n

 
a
p

p
r
o

v
e
d

 
b

y
 
t
h

e
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
o

f
 
t
h

e
 
T
o

w
n

o
f
 
R

i
v
e
r
h

e
a
d

 
b

y
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
R

e
s
o

l
u

t
i
o

n
 
n

u
m

b
e
r
 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 
d

a
t
e
d

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

S
i
g

n
a
t
u

r
e
 
b

y
 
P

l
a
n

n
i
n

g
 
B

o
a
r
d

 
C

h
a
i
r
p

e
r
s
o

n
 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

D
a
t
e
 
o

f
 
s
i
g

n
a
t
u

r
e
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

P
L
A

N
N

I
N

G
 
B

O
A

R
D

 
C

E
R

T
I
F
I
C

A
T
I
O

N

Erosion and

Sediment Control Plan
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Notes:

Utility Trench
N.T.S.

 Section

 Elevation

Notes:

6' to 12' Chain Link Fence
N.T.S.

Vehicle Gate
N.T.S.

Asphalt Pavement Mill & Overlay Detail- Middle Country Road (NYS 25)
N.T.S.

Asphalt Pavement Construction Detail
N.T.S.

Typical Equipment Pad
N.T.S.

Typical Equipment Pad- Elevation
N.T.S.

EQUIPMENT PAD WITH RTU, MV SWITCHGEAR,
MV METER CABINET, 1000KVA XFMR, 500KVA

XFMR, 1000NX INVERTER, LV SWITCHGEAR
EQUIPMENT PAD WITH (2) 1000KVA XFMRS,

(2) NGRs, AND (2) 1000NX INVERTERS (TYP U.O.N.)

Typical Equipment Pad - Plan View
N.T.S.

Concrete Curb - Type A - Item 97A (On Middle Country Rd.)
N.T.S.

Concrete Curb Transitions( Bullnose Curb)
N.T.S.
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Precast Storm Water Drainage Drywell - 10-foot Dia. (DRW)
N.T.S.

Notes:

Half Profile / Half Section

Joint Detail
Wood Stake

Silt Fence Barrier
N.T.S.

 Plan View 

 Cross-section 

Notes:

Stabilized Construction Exit
N.T.S.

Excavated Drop Inlet Protection
N.T.S.

Notes:

Erosion Control Blanket Slope Installation
N.T.S.

Straw Bale Barrier
N.T.S.

²

Gravel Access Cross Section / Grassed Swale
N.T.S.

PLAN

F

L

O

W

 

L

I

N

E

S

W

A

L

E

T
O

P
 
O

F
 
S
L
O

P
E

5'-0" 3'-0"

B
O

T
T
O

M
 
O

F
 
S
L
O

P
E

4

5

°

SAME ELEVATION

AS SUMP BOTTOM

1

0

'
 
R

A

D

I
U

S

2

'

-

0

"

4

'

-

0

"

STONE GRADATION

50 LBS - 100 LBS

Sluiceway

N.T.S.
 

 

7/16

NOTES

1. CONCRETE STRENGTH TO BE 4,000 PSI @2 8 DAYS.

2. REINFORCE WITH WWM #6 6"x6".

3. SUBGRADE SHALL BE COMPACTED TO 95% MAX.

DENSITY.

4. ONLY MONOLITHIC POUR WILL BE PERMITTED.

5. OVERFLOW MAY BE INCORPORATED INTO SLUICE

WHEN APPROVED BY THE TOWN ENGINEER.

A A

1
4
'
 
M

A
X

.

1
'

1
2
"

4'-0"10'-0"

6
"

HIGH WATER ELEVATION

1 ON 3 SLOPE

SECTION  A-A

OVERFLOW PIPE

OPTIONAL - NOTE 5

1
.
5
'

SECTION  B-B

5'

6" 6"

1 ON 3 SLOPE

Half Plan - Shallow Dome

Pipe Trench
N.T.S.

Notes:

SPLASH BLOCKS

(TYP.)

Riprap Channel
N.T.S.

B

B

²

Grassed Swale (Edwards Avenue Site)
N.T.S.
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Test Pits
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TREES QTY BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE

JE 101 Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar 7 - 8` HT.

PA 86 Picea abies Norway Spruce 7 - 8` HT.

PG 92 Picea glauca White Spruce 7 - 8` HT.

PP 88 Picea pungens Colorado Spruce 7 - 8` HT.

SHRUBS QTY BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE SPACING

IO 35 Ilex opaca American Holly 2 - 3` HT. 48" o.c.

OH 47 Osmanthus heterophyllus Holly Olive 2 - 3` HT. 48" o.c.

PS 42 Prunus laurocerasus `Schipkaensis` Schip Laurel 2 - 3` HT. 48" o.c.

PS6 827 Prunus laurocerasus `Schipkaensis` Schip Laurel 6 - 7` HT. 60" o.c.

VP 45 Viburnum x `Pragense` Prague Viburnum 2 - 3` HT. 48" o.c.
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Planting Plan

L-1

13

CV

Notes:

Shrub Bed Planting
N.T.S.

Notes:

Plan

Evergreen Tree Planting
N.T.S.

0 100 200 400 Feet

LANDSCAPE NOTES
1. ALL PROPOSED PLANTING LOCATIONS SHALL BE STAKED AS SHOWN ON THE

PLANS FOR FIELD REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY LOCATIONS OF ALL BELOW GRADE AND ABOVE
GROUND UTILITIES AND NOTIFY OWNERS REPRESENTATIVE OF CONFLICTS.

3. NO PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE INSTALLED UNTIL ALL GRADING AND
CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.
CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE OF ANY CONFLICT.

4. A 3-INCH DEEP MULCH PER SPECIFICATION SHALL BE INSTALLED UNDER ALL
TREES AND SHRUBS, AND IN ALL PLANTING BEDS, UNLESS OTHERWISE
INDICATED ON THE PLANS, OR AS DIRECTED BY OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE.

5. ALL TREES SHALL BE BALLED AND BURLAPPED, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED IN
THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATION, OR APPROVED BY THE OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE.

6. FINAL QUANTITY FOR EACH PLANT TYPE SHALL BE AS GRAPHICALLY SHOWN
ON THE PLAN. THIS NUMBER SHALL TAKE PRECEDENCE IN CASE OF ANY
DISCREPANCY BETWEEN QUANTITIES SHOWN ON THE PLANT LIST AND ON THE
PLAN.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REPORT ANY  DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE
NUMBER OF PLANTS SHOWN ON  THE PLANT LIST AND PLANT LABELS PRIOR
TO BIDDING.

7. ANY PROPOSED PLANT SUBSTITUTIONS MUST BE REVIEWED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT AND APPROVED IN WRITING BY THE OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE.

8. ALL PLANT MATERIALS INSTALLED SHALL MEET THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE
"AMERICAN STANDARDS FOR NURSERY STOCK" BY THE AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

9. ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR FOLLOWING
DATE OF FINAL ACCEPTANCE.

10. ANY AREAS DISTURBED AS A RESULT OF CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES AND
THAT ARE NOT BEING PLANTED OR RE-VEGETATED WITH PROPOSED PLANT
MATERIAL, SHALL RECEIVE MINIMUM 6" OF LOAM AND SPECIFIED SEED MIX.
LAWNS OVER 2:1 SLOPE SHALL BE PROTECTED WITH EROSION CONTROL
FABRIC. NO LOAM SHALL BE PLACED IN DRAINAGE RESERVE AREAS.

11. ALL DISTURBED AREAS NOT OTHERWISE NOTED ON CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
SHALL BE LOAM AND SEEDED OR MULCHED AS DIRECTED BY OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE.

12. THIS PLAN IS INTENDED FOR PLANTING PURPOSES. REFER TO SITE / CIVIL
DRAWINGS FOR ALL OTHER SITE CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION.

SOLAR FARM SEED MIX

30% Festuca rubra Creeping Red Fescue
% SEED BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

30% Festuca ovina 'Whisper' Sheep Fescue 'Whisper'
15% Festuca ovina var. duriuscula (F. longifolia) 'Heron' Hard Fescue 'Heron'
15% Festuca brevipila 'Chariot' Hard Fescue 'Chariot'
10% Lolium multiflorum (L. perenne var. italicum) Annual Ryegrass
Total 100%

Industrial C-1 Screening Typical Scheme
SCALE:  1"=30'

Residential-Use Screening
SCALE:  1"=30'

Inset  - Driveway Area
SCALE:  1"=30'

SPACING

10' o.c.

16' o.c.

12' o.c.

15' o.c.

Irrigation Notes
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE COMPLETE IRRIGATION SYSTEM DESIGN AND

INSTALLATION FOR SCREEN PLANTINGS.  DESIGN SHALL BE CERTIFIED BY A
PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, ENGINEER, OR CERTIFIED IRRIGATION
DESIGNER. DESIGN PLANS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE FOR
APPROVAL.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL MATERIALS, LABOR, AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE
COMPLETE INSTALLATION OF THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE DRAWINGS, MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS, SCHEMATICS,
AND OTHER LITERATURE AS MAY BE REQUIRED, FOR ALL CONDUIT, CONTROLS,TIMERS,
VALVES, SPRINKLER HEADS, DRIP HOSES, CONNECTORS, WIRING, RAIN GUAGE, ETC. TO
THE OWNER'S CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.

4. IRRIGATION WATER SHALL BE SOURCED FROM ON-SITE EXISTING IRRIGATION WELLS,
CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY REQUIREMENTS FOR BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS/HER WORK WITH THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR
AND SUB CONTRACTORS.

6. IRRIGATION CONTROL PANEL SHALL BE LOCATED IN A LOCKABLE WEATHERPROOF
CABINET DESIGNED TO HOUSE THE CONTROL PANEL.

7. SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE 4" SCHEDULE 40 PVC SLEEVES UNDER PAVEMENT  OR
ACCESS ROADS TO PROVIDE ACCESS FOR IRRIGATION LINES TO ALL IRRIGATED AREAS.

SEED MIX NOTES:

1. DISTURBED AREAS TO BE SEEDED ONLY.  SEEDING RATE TO BE 6 LB PER 1,000 SF.
SEED MIX TO BE ERNMX-186 "SOLAR FARM SEED MIX" AS MANUFACTURED BY
ERNST CONSERVATION SEEDS, 8884 MERCER PIKE, MEADVILLE PA, 16335 (800)
873-3321.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL & MAINTAIN (DURING MAINTENANCE PERIOD & PRIOR

TO ACCEPTANCE) SEED APPLICATION AS PER MANUFACTURER'S ESTABLISHMENT AND

RECOMMENDATIONS.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT SOURCE, SAMPLE, CERTIFIED SEED ANALYSIS, AND

DETAILED METHOD OF INSTALLATION & ESTABLISHMENT FOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

APPROVAL PRIOR TO ORDERING.
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Appendix C 



Appendix C 



File No.  ZSR-16-32 

Resolution No. ZSR-16-32 of the Suffolk County Planning Commission 
Pursuant to Sections A14-14 to thru A14-25 of the Suffolk County Administrative Code 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections A14-14 thru A14-25 of the Suffolk County Administrative Code, a 
referral was received on November 17, 2016 at the offices of the Suffolk County Planning 
Commission with respect to the application of “sPower Calverton” located in the Town of 
Riverhead 

WHEREAS, said referral was considered by the Suffolk County Planning Commission at its meeting on 
December 7, 2016, now therefore, Be it 

RESOLVED,   that the Suffolk County Planning Commission hereby adopts the report of its staff as the 
report of the Commission, Be it further 

RESOLVED, pursuant to Section A14-16 of the Suffolk County Administrative Code and Section 239-m 6 
of the General Municipal Law, the referring municipality within thirty (30) days after final 
action, shall file a report with the Suffolk County Planning Commission, and if said action is 
contrary to this recommendation, set forth the reasons for such contrary action,   
Be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Planning Commission Staff recommends that the proposed three lot 
subdivision that was part of the referral to the Commission be considered a matter for Local 
Determination; and recommends Approval of the sPower Calverton site plan application 
with the following comments for the Town of Riverhead’s consideration and use: 

1. The Suffolk County Planning Commission’s Model Utility – 2015 should be reviewed
including the section on abandonment of solar energy facilities and relevant aspects of the
Code should be incorporated into the project where practical.

2. The Suffolk County Planning Commission’s publication on Managing Stormwater - Natural
Vegetation and Green Methodologies should be reviewed and additional stormwater
mitigations incorporated where practical.

3. The Town should require that the applicant be prohibited from exporting any soil material,
classified as prime agricultural soils, off the subject parcel. And that the proposed solar
panel arrays not negatively impact the viability of the prime agricultural soils on-site.

4. The proposed action should only be approved in such a manner that is in accordance with
the New York Agriculture & Market’s Law.

5. The Town should require that the applicant install or provide for the installation of an
irrigation system in all planting area intended to provide screening and buffering along all
abutting roadways and certain adjacent land uses to help to insure the migration of impacts
to those surrounding properties and their users.

6. It is suggested that the Town and applicant review the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation Services information on “cover crops and soil health” for
best practices regarding what to grow under and between the proposed solar array panels.
 Cover crops have the potential to prevent erosion, improve soil’s physical and biological 
properties, supply nutrients and suppress weeds, and break pest cycles along with various
other benefits.

(see LUZ-1)



 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Due to the project’s proximity to Calverton/EPCAL Airport the applicant should consult with 
the Airport and the FAA as early as possible in the application process to determine the 
presence or absence of solar glare and glint potentially generated from the proposed solar 
arrays.  

 
8. The proposed 15 foot wide easement on lands of other for the purpose of providing an 

underground transmission line “Tie-Gen Route” should be in perpetuity or for at least as 
long as the 20-year Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)    

 
 

 
 

 
 
• The Suffolk County Planning Commission Guidebook for policies and guidelines can be found 

on the internet at the below website address: 
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Home/departments/planning/Publications%20and20Information.
aspx#SCPC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
       

ZSR-16-32 
File No.:  RH-16-05 

sPower Calverton 
 

 
 
COMMISSION ACTIONS ON ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 

  

                                                       AYE      NAY    RECUSED  ABSENT 

ANDERSON, RODNEY – At Large X    

CASEY, JENNIFER - Town of Huntington X    

CHARTRAND, MATTHEW - Town of Islip X    

CHU, SAMUEL – Town of Babylon X    

CONDZELLA, JOHN – Town of Riverhead X    

ESPOSITO, ADRIENNE - Villages over 5,000 X    

FINN, JOHN - Town of Smithtown X    

GERSHOWITZ, KEVIN G.- At Large  X    

KAUFMAN, MICHAEL -  Villages under 5,000 X    

KELLY, MICHAEL – Town of Brookhaven X    

KITT, ERROL – At Large X    

KRAMER, SAMUEL – Town of East Hampton   X    

MOREHEAD, NICHOLAS – Town of Shelter 

Island 

X    

PLANAMENTO, NICHOLAS - Town of Southold  X    

ROBERTS, BARBARA Town of Southampton X    

 
 
Motion:         Commissioner Condzella   Present:   15   
        
Seconded:    Commissioner Kelly    Absent:      0 
 
Voted:           15 
 
Recused:        0  
 
DECISION:   Approved    
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August 18, 2017 

 

Ref:  29194.03 

 

Sean McCabe, Chairman 

and Honorable Members of the Conservation Advisory Council 

c/o Mr. Greg Bergman 

Planning Department 

Town of Riverhead 

200 Howell Avenue 

Riverhead, New York  11901 

 

Re: Town of Riverhead Wetland Permit Inquiry 

sPower Calverton 20MW Commercial Solar Energy Production Facility 

Middle Country Road, Calverton 

 

Dear Chairman McCabe and Honorable Council Members: 

VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. (VHB) is serving as the consulting engineer 

for the proposed sPower commercial solar energy production facility in the hamlet of Calverton, Town of 

Riverhead. As depicted by the enclosed preliminary site plans, the proposed project includes; installation 

of solar panel arrays on a 109.9±-acre property along the south side of Middle Country Road; an 8,670±-

linear-foot underground transmission generation tie-in (“gen-tie”) line within a 15±-foot-wide easement; 

and a proposed solar collection facility to be located on the east side of Edwards Avenue, north of the 

Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) tracks, on property containing an existing sPower solar facility. 

The proposed project is currently undergoing an environmental review in accordance with the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and its implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617, for 

which the Town of Riverhead Planning Board is as the lead agency. Among other approvals, the project 

requires approval from the Planning Board for Subdivision and Site Plan. A Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) was prepared by VHB, dated June 2017, which was accepted as complete by the 

Planning Board at its meeting of July 6, 2017. 

As you are aware, the Town of Riverhead regulates wetlands and surface waters, including the 

surrounding upland area within 150 feet of these features, pursuant to Town Code §295 (Wetlands). As 

part of the environmental review process, and as detailed within Section 3.3 of the DEIS,1 the subject 

property (i.e., the properties to be subdivided to create the 109.9±-acre solar array parcel, the 15-foot- 

                                                      

1 Available on the Town of Riverhead website at http://riverhead.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=47319. 

http://riverhead.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=47319
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wide easement properties, and the property that will include the solar collection facility) and its 

surroundings were field-surveyed by VHB on September 14 and 18, 2016. Each of the nine potential 

wetland features identified on the Town’s wetland inventory at and in the vicinity of the subject property 

(see Figure 11 of the DEIS, copy enclosed) was assessed based on the Town wetland definitions set forth 

in Town Code §295-3 and pursuant to the procedures of the 1987 USACE Wetland Delineation Manual2 

and the 2012 USACE Regional Supplement for the Northcentral and Northeast Region.3 This assessment 

confirmed that Features R-1, R-4, R-5, R-6 and R-9 are upland habitats rather than wetlands, as defined in 

the Town Code. Feature R-3 is currently the site of a materials stockpile at the southeast corner of the 

proposed solar panel array facility, with no wetland present. The relevant portions of mapped Feature R-8 

are developed with building, and paved and landscaped areas associated with the Hampton Jitney bus 

terminal, and do not contain wetlands. 

It is our understanding that, subsequent to the field surveys performed by VHB, two representatives of the 

Town of Riverhead Planning Department conducted their own field survey of the subject property and its 

surroundings on or about November 7, 2016, and confirmed the results described above (i.e., that 

mapped Features R-1, R-3, R-4, R-5, and R-6, the relevant portions of R-8, as well as R-9, are not Town-

regulated wetlands). 

The two remaining features (i.e., R-2 and R-7) are ponds located at the northeast corner of the proposed 

solar panel array facility property and beyond the eastern fence line of the existing solar facility east of 

Edwards Avenue, respectively. The boundaries of these two wetlands were delineated by VHB in 2015 

(R-2) and 2014 (R-7) and are identified on the enclosed Site Plans. 

As depicted on Sheet Nos. C-3 and C-5 of the enclosed Site Plans, no improvements are proposed within 

150 feet of the wetland boundaries. Therefore, we respectfully submit that no wetland permit would be 

required with respect to Features R-2 or R-7; and when combined with the information above regarding 

Features R-1, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6, R-8, that no wetland permit would be required for the proposed project. 

A written acknowledgement that your Board concurs with the above determination has been requested 

by the Town of Riverhead Planning Department. Accordingly, we respectfully request that a written 

determination be provided in response to this request at your earliest convenience. 

  

                                                      

2 Environmental Laboratory. 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engineer 

Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, MS. 
3 United States Army Corps of Engineers Engineer Research and Development Center. 2012.  Regional Supplement to the Corps of 

Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region (Version 2.0). 
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Should you have any questions, or require anything further in your consideration of the above, please do 

not hesitate to contact the undersigned. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. 

 

 

David M. Wortman 

Senior Environmental Manager 

dwortman@vhb.com 

 

DMW/ 

enc. 

cc: C.Kent, Esq. 

 N.Hsu 

 J.Moran 

mailto:dwortman@vhb.com
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Reference

Existing Zoning District: Industrial A
Overlay District: Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems
Existing Use: Solar Facility
Proposed Use: Solar Facility

Industrial A Dimensional Criteria

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Previously
Approved Proposed Conforms

Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Previously
Approved Proposed Conforms

Zoning Summary Chart - Parcel A



SOLAR FARM SEED MIX

30% Festuca rubra Creeping Red Fescue
% SEED BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

30% Festuca ovina 'Whisper' Sheep Fescue 'Whisper'
15% Festuca ovina var. duriuscula (F. longifolia) 'Heron' Hard Fescue 'Heron'
15% Festuca brevipila 'Chariot' Hard Fescue 'Chariot'
10% Lolium multiflorum (L. perenne var. italicum) Annual Ryegrass
Total 100%

SEED MIX NOTES:

1. DISTURBED AREAS TO BE SEEDED ONLY.  SEEDING RATE TO BE 6 LB PER 1,000 SF.
SEED MIX TO BE ERNMX-186 "SOLAR FARM SEED MIX" AS MANUFACTURED BY
ERNST CONSERVATION SEEDS, 8884 MERCER PIKE, MEADVILLE PA, 16335 (800)
873-3321.

Drainage Reserve Area
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)



Existing Zoning District: Industrial C
Overlay District: Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems
Existing Use: Sod Operations
Proposed Use: Solar Facility

Industrial C Dimensional Criteria

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Existing Proposed Conforms

Commercial Solar Energy Production Systems

Section Zoning Regulation Requirement Existing Proposed Conforms

Zoning Summary Chart- Parcel B



Local Drainage Design Criteria

Drainage Area - A
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)

Drainage Area - B
Contributing

Area (SF) Runoff C
Rainfall

(FT)
Volume

(CF)



N.T.S.

N.T.S.





Notes:

Utility Trench
N.T.S.

 Section

 Elevation

Notes:

6' to 12' Chain Link Fence
N.T.S.

Vehicle Gate
N.T.S.

Asphalt Pavement Mill & Overlay Detail- Middle Country Road (NYS 25)
N.T.S.

Asphalt Pavement Construction Detail
N.T.S.

Typical Equipment Pad
N.T.S.

Typical Equipment Pad- Elevation
N.T.S.

Typical Equipment Pad - Plan View
N.T.S.

Concrete Curb - Type A - Item 97A (On Middle Country Rd.)
N.T.S.

Concrete Curb Transitions( Bullnose Curb)
N.T.S.



Precast Storm Water Drainage Drywell - 10-foot Dia. (DRW)
N.T.S.

Notes:

Half Profile / Half Section

Joint Detail
Wood Stake

Silt Fence Barrier
N.T.S.

 Plan View 

 Cross-section 

Notes:

Stabilized Construction Exit
N.T.S.

Excavated Drop Inlet Protection
N.T.S.

Notes:

Erosion Control Blanket Slope Installation
N.T.S.

Straw Bale Barrier
N.T.S.

Gravel Access Cross Section / Grassed Swale
N.T.S.

Half Plan - Shallow Dome

Pipe Trench
N.T.S.

Notes:

Riprap Channel
N.T.S.

Grassed Swale (Edwards Avenue Site)
N.T.S.



Location Map



Location Map

TP-3



Notes:

Shrub Bed Planting
N.T.S.

Notes:

Plan

Evergreen Tree Planting
N.T.S.

LANDSCAPE NOTES
1. ALL PROPOSED PLANTING LOCATIONS SHALL BE STAKED AS SHOWN ON THE

PLANS FOR FIELD REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY LOCATIONS OF ALL BELOW GRADE AND ABOVE
GROUND UTILITIES AND NOTIFY OWNERS REPRESENTATIVE OF CONFLICTS.

3. NO PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE INSTALLED UNTIL ALL GRADING AND
CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.
CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE OF ANY CONFLICT.

4. A 3-INCH DEEP MULCH PER SPECIFICATION SHALL BE INSTALLED UNDER ALL
TREES AND SHRUBS, AND IN ALL PLANTING BEDS, UNLESS OTHERWISE
INDICATED ON THE PLANS, OR AS DIRECTED BY OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE.

5. ALL TREES SHALL BE BALLED AND BURLAPPED, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED IN
THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATION, OR APPROVED BY THE OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE.

6. FINAL QUANTITY FOR EACH PLANT TYPE SHALL BE AS GRAPHICALLY SHOWN
ON THE PLAN. THIS NUMBER SHALL TAKE PRECEDENCE IN CASE OF ANY
DISCREPANCY BETWEEN QUANTITIES SHOWN ON THE PLANT LIST AND ON THE
PLAN.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REPORT ANY  DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE
NUMBER OF PLANTS SHOWN ON  THE PLANT LIST AND PLANT LABELS PRIOR
TO BIDDING.

7. ANY PROPOSED PLANT SUBSTITUTIONS MUST BE REVIEWED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT AND APPROVED IN WRITING BY THE OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE.

8. ALL PLANT MATERIALS INSTALLED SHALL MEET THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE
"AMERICAN STANDARDS FOR NURSERY STOCK" BY THE AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

9. ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR FOLLOWING
DATE OF FINAL ACCEPTANCE.

10. ANY AREAS DISTURBED AS A RESULT OF CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES AND
THAT ARE NOT BEING PLANTED OR RE-VEGETATED WITH PROPOSED PLANT
MATERIAL, SHALL RECEIVE MINIMUM 6" OF LOAM AND SPECIFIED SEED MIX.
LAWNS OVER 2:1 SLOPE SHALL BE PROTECTED WITH EROSION CONTROL
FABRIC. NO LOAM SHALL BE PLACED IN DRAINAGE RESERVE AREAS.

11. ALL DISTURBED AREAS NOT OTHERWISE NOTED ON CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
SHALL BE LOAM AND SEEDED OR MULCHED AS DIRECTED BY OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE.

12. THIS PLAN IS INTENDED FOR PLANTING PURPOSES. REFER TO SITE / CIVIL
DRAWINGS FOR ALL OTHER SITE CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION.

SOLAR FARM SEED MIX

30% Festuca rubra Creeping Red Fescue
% SEED BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

30% Festuca ovina 'Whisper' Sheep Fescue 'Whisper'
15% Festuca ovina var. duriuscula (F. longifolia) 'Heron' Hard Fescue 'Heron'
15% Festuca brevipila 'Chariot' Hard Fescue 'Chariot'
10% Lolium multiflorum (L. perenne var. italicum) Annual Ryegrass
Total 100%

Industrial C-1 Screening Typical Scheme
SCALE:  1"=30'

Residential-Use Screening
SCALE:  1"=30'

Inset  - Driveway Area
SCALE:  1"=30'

Irrigation Notes
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE COMPLETE IRRIGATION SYSTEM DESIGN AND

INSTALLATION FOR SCREEN PLANTINGS.  DESIGN SHALL BE CERTIFIED BY A
PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, ENGINEER, OR CERTIFIED IRRIGATION
DESIGNER. DESIGN PLANS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE FOR
APPROVAL.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL MATERIALS, LABOR, AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE
COMPLETE INSTALLATION OF THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE DRAWINGS, MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS, SCHEMATICS,
AND OTHER LITERATURE AS MAY BE REQUIRED, FOR ALL CONDUIT, CONTROLS,TIMERS,
VALVES, SPRINKLER HEADS, DRIP HOSES, CONNECTORS, WIRING, RAIN GUAGE, ETC. TO
THE OWNER'S CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.

4. IRRIGATION WATER SHALL BE SOURCED FROM ON-SITE EXISTING IRRIGATION WELLS,
CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY REQUIREMENTS FOR BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS/HER WORK WITH THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR
AND SUB CONTRACTORS.

6. IRRIGATION CONTROL PANEL SHALL BE LOCATED IN A LOCKABLE WEATHERPROOF
CABINET DESIGNED TO HOUSE THE CONTROL PANEL.

7. SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE 4" SCHEDULE 40 PVC SLEEVES UNDER PAVEMENT  OR
ACCESS ROADS TO PROVIDE ACCESS FOR IRRIGATION LINES TO ALL IRRIGATED AREAS.

SEED MIX NOTES:

1. DISTURBED AREAS TO BE SEEDED ONLY.  SEEDING RATE TO BE 6 LB PER 1,000 SF.
SEED MIX TO BE ERNMX-186 "SOLAR FARM SEED MIX" AS MANUFACTURED BY
ERNST CONSERVATION SEEDS, 8884 MERCER PIKE, MEADVILLE PA, 16335 (800)
873-3321.
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STATE OF NEW YORK      2 0 1 6   T O W N   T A X   R O L L      PAGE 6080 

COUNTY - Suffolk     T A X A B L E SECTION OF THE ROLL - 1    VALUATION DATE-JUL 01, 2015 

TOWN - Riverhead     TAX MAP NUMBER SEQUENCE       TAXABLE STATUS DATE-MAR 01, 2016 

SWIS - 473000     UNIFORM PERCENT OF VALUE IS 014.66 

 

 

 

TAX MAP PARCEL NUMBER        PROPERTY LOCATION & CLASS  ASSESSMENT  EXEMPTION CODE------------------COUNTY--------TOWN------SCHOOL 

CURRENT OWNERS NAME        SCHOOL DISTRICT       LAND      TAX DESCRIPTION    TAXABLE VALUE 

CURRENT OWNERS ADDRESS        PARCEL SIZE/GRID COORD     TOTAL      SPECIAL DISTRICTS     TAX AMOUNT 

******************************************************************************************************* 116.-1-7.2 ***************** 

          Peconic Ave              ACCT 23    BILL 13010 

116.-1-7.2         105 Vac farmland        AGRICULT. 41720       437,300  437,300     437,300 

Green Meadows LLC        Riverhead Csd # 473002      447,800   County General Fund   10,500         14.82 

444 Elwood Rd         N X Montauk Aero E X Pec      447,800   NYS Real Prop Tx Law   10,500   5.52 

E Northport, NY 11731        Ave S & W X Usa & Ano         NY State MTA Tax    10,500   0.50 

          Subject To Penalty Tax         Out of CountyTuition   10,500   1.83 

MAY BE SUBJECT TO PAYMENT      ACRES  109.10          Riverhead Town Tax   10,500        453.15 

UNDER AGDIST LAW TIL 2020      EAST-2341084 NRTH-0255802        Highway 1,2,3 & 4   10,500         89.07 

          DEED BOOK 11935 PG-989         Riverhead CSD #2    10,500      1,119.37 

          FULL MARKET VALUE     3054,570   Riverhead Free Libry   10,500         40.54 

               Baitng Hllw Free Lib   10,500   0.15 

               AM001 Rvrhd ambulance dist 447,800  TO       870.97 

               FD302 Rvrhd fire zone 1  447,800  TO     3,330.74 

               LT301 Light district  447,800  TO       584.38 

            TOTAL TAX ---      6,511.04** 

           DATE #1     01/10/17  DATE #2   05/31/17 

           AMT DUE     3,255.52  AMT DUE   3,255.52 

******************************************************************************************************* 116.-1-7.4 ***************** 

     4195 Middle Country Rd           BILL 13011 

116.-1-7.4         449 Other Storag          County General Fund        1100,000      1,552.10 

Aircraft Warehousing Inc       Riverhead Csd # 473002      162,400   NYS Real Prop Tx Law        1100,000        578.60 

1637 Broad Hollow Rd        Nx Route 25 Ex      1100,000   NY State MTA Tax         1100,000         52.80 

Farmingdale, NY 11735        Mntk Areo W X Korus         Out of CountyTuition        1100,000        191.40 

          FRNT  393.21 DPTH         Riverhead Town Tax        1100,000     47,472.70 

          ACRES   28.62          Highway 1,2,3 & 4        1100,000      9,331.30 

          EAST-2340445 NRTH-0256836        Riverhead CSD #2         1100,000    117,267.70 

          FULL MARKET VALUE     7503,411   Riverhead Free Libry        1100,000      4,247.10 

               Baitng Hllw Free Lib        1100,000         15.40 

               AM001 Rvrhd ambulance dist      1100,000  TO     2,139.50 

               FD302 Rvrhd fire zone 1        1100,000  TO     8,181.80 

               LT301 Light district        1100,000  TO     1,435.50 

               WD343 Water ext 37r  180,400  TO C       174.09 

            TOTAL TAX ---    192,639.99** 

           DATE #1     01/10/17  DATE #2   05/31/17 

           AMT DUE    96,320.00  AMT DUE  96,319.99 

******************************************************************************************************* 116.-2-1.1 ***************** 

          Peconic Ave              ACCT 23    BILL 13012 

116.-2-1.1         105 Vac farmland        AGRICULT. 41720        96,200   96,200      96,200 

Green Meadows LLC        Riverhead Csd # 473002       99,200   County General Fund    3,000   4.23 

444 Elwood Rd         Nx Montauk Aero & Sx Cal       99,200   NYS Real Prop Tx Law    3,000   1.58 

E Northport, NY 11731        Assoc W X Pec Ave         NY State MTA Tax     3,000   0.14 

          Subject To Penalty Tax         Out of CountyTuition    3,000   0.52 

MAY BE SUBJECT TO PAYMENT      ACRES   24.80          Riverhead Town Tax    3,000        129.47 

UNDER AGDIST LAW TIL 2020      EAST-2341923 NRTH-0256357        Highway 1,2,3 & 4    3,000         25.45 

          DEED BOOK 11935 PG-989         Riverhead CSD #2     3,000        319.82 

          FULL MARKET VALUE      676,671   Riverhead Free Libry    3,000         11.58 

               Baitng Hllw Free Lib    3,000   0.04 

               AM001 Rvrhd ambulance dist  99,200  TO       192.94 

               FD302 Rvrhd fire zone 1   99,200  TO       737.85 

               LT301 Light district   99,200  TO       129.46 

            TOTAL TAX ---      1,553.08** 

           DATE #1     01/10/17  DATE #2   05/31/17 

           AMT DUE       776.54  AMT DUE     776.54 

************************************************************************************************************************************



STATE OF NEW YORK      2 0 1 6   T O W N   T A X   R O L L      PAGE 5075 

COUNTY - Suffolk     T A X A B L E SECTION OF THE ROLL - 1    VALUATION DATE-JUL 01, 2015 

TOWN - Riverhead     TAX MAP NUMBER SEQUENCE       TAXABLE STATUS DATE-MAR 01, 2016 

SWIS - 473000     UNIFORM PERCENT OF VALUE IS 014.66 

 

 

 

TAX MAP PARCEL NUMBER        PROPERTY LOCATION & CLASS  ASSESSMENT  EXEMPTION CODE------------------COUNTY--------TOWN------SCHOOL 

CURRENT OWNERS NAME        SCHOOL DISTRICT       LAND      TAX DESCRIPTION    TAXABLE VALUE 

CURRENT OWNERS ADDRESS        PARCEL SIZE/GRID COORD     TOTAL      SPECIAL DISTRICTS     TAX AMOUNT 

******************************************************************************************************* 98.-1-20 ******************* 

     4035 Middle Country Rd             ACCT 35    BILL 10917 

98.-1-20         105 Vac farmland        AGRICULT. 41720        41,400   41,400      41,400 

Green Meadows LLC        Riverhead Csd # 473002       41,800   County General Fund      400   0.56 

444 Elwood Rd         Nx Mid Cnty Rd &Or Ex Cal      41,800   NYS Real Prop Tx Law      400   0.21 

E Northport, NY 11731        Assc Sx Mntk Aero Wx Pec         NY State MTA Tax       400   0.02 

          Subject To Penalty Tax         Out of CountyTuition      400   0.07 

MAY BE SUBJECT TO PAYMENT      ACRES 4.40          Riverhead Town Tax      400         17.26 

UNDER AGDIST LAW TIL 2020      EAST-2341806 NRTH-0257851        Highway 1,2,3 & 4      400   3.39 

          DEED BOOK 11935 PG-989         Riverhead CSD #2       400         42.64 

          FULL MARKET VALUE      285,130   Riverhead Free Libry      400   1.54 

               Baitng Hllw Free Lib      400   0.01 

               AM001 Rvrhd ambulance dist  41,800  TO        81.30 

               FD302 Rvrhd fire zone 1   41,800  TO       310.91 

               LT301 Light district   41,800  TO        54.55 

               WD343 Water ext 37r   41,800  TO C        40.34 

            TOTAL TAX ---        552.80** 

           DATE #1     01/10/17  DATE #2   05/31/17 

           AMT DUE       276.40  AMT DUE     276.40 

******************************************************************************************************* 98.-1-21.1 ***************** 

     4153 Middle Country Rd             ACCT 35    BILL 10918 

98.-1-21.1         120 Field crops        FARM BLDG 41700        15,000   15,000      15,000 

Green Meadows LLC        Riverhead Csd # 473002       59,000 AGRICULT. 41720        43,200   43,200      43,200 

444 Elwood Rd         Nx Mid Cty Rd &Ano Ex Pec     133,900   County General Fund   75,700        106.81 

E Northport, NY 11731        Ave S X Montauk Aero W X         NYS Real Prop Tx Law   75,700         39.82 

          Subject To Penalty Tax         NY State MTA Tax    75,700   3.63 

MAY BE SUBJECT TO PAYMENT      FRNT  391.00 DPTH         Out of CountyTuition   75,700         13.17 

UNDER AGDIST LAW TIL 2020      ACRES 8.20          Riverhead Town Tax   75,700      3,266.98 

          EAST-2340932 NRTH-0257748        Highway 1,2,3 & 4   75,700        642.16 

          DEED BOOK 11935 PG-989         Riverhead CSD #2    75,700      8,070.15 

          FULL MARKET VALUE      913,370   Riverhead Free Libry   75,700        292.28 

               Baitng Hllw Free Lib   75,700   1.06 

               AM001 Rvrhd ambulance dist 133,900  TO       260.44 

               FD302 Rvrhd fire zone 1  133,900  TO       995.95 

               LT301 Light district  133,900  TO       174.74 

               WD343 Water ext 37r  133,900  TO C       129.21 

            TOTAL TAX ---     13,996.40** 

           DATE #1     01/10/17  DATE #2   05/31/17 

           AMT DUE     6,998.20  AMT DUE   6,998.20 

************************************************************************************************************************************
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Project Size (MWAC) COD/Operation Date

1 Long Island Solar Farm Solar 31.5 11/1/2011

2 Eastern Long Island Solar Project Solar 11.271 Oct 2011‐Oct 2012

3 Leavenworth Greenworks LLC Solar 9.5 5/31/2016

4 Sutter Greenworks LLC Solar 5 11/2/2015

5 GES Megafour, LLC Solar 3 10/30/2015

6 Cedar Creek B Solar 1.852 6/30/2017

7 Sterlington Greenworks LLC Solar 1.3 11/2/2015

8 Tanger Factory Outlet Centers Inc Solar 1.235 2/17/2017

9 Earth Right Energy, Inc‐ East Street Solar 0.96 2/3/2017

10 Cedar Creek A Solar 0.822 4/27/2017

11 Quality King Solar 0.75 9/24/2012

12 Harold Levinson Associated, Inc. Solar 0.5 2/20/2014

13 Harold Levinson Associated, Inc. Solar 0.5 2/15/2014

14 Costco Wholesale Corp. Solar 0.497 12/20/2013

15 Costco Wholesale Corp. Solar 0.497 12/27/2013

16 110 Mini Storage Solar 0.494 7/29/2014

17 Smithtown Industrial LLC Solar 0.487 7/29/2014

18 Lake Ave Partners Solar 0.456 6/6/2014

19 DiCarlo Distributors, Inc. Solar 0.423 12/11/2013

20 NRG Pond Road Solar Solar 0.4 1/25/2016

21 VOXX International Corporation Solar 0.385 1/29/2015

22 Nautilus Energy Long Island, LLC Solar 0.364 12/15/2015

23 Nautilus Energy Long Island, LLC Solar 0.36 7/18/2016

24 Medford Mini Storage Inc. Solar 0.29 6/6/2014

25 P.C. Deer Park LLC Solar 0.274 4/10/2015

26 FRIT Solar, Inc. Solar 0.26 8/29/2014

27 Smithtown Mini Storage Solar 0.25 7/29/2014

28 Setton's International Foods, Inc Solar 0.239 8/27/2015

29 DiCarlo Distributors, Inc. Solar 0.214 12/11/2013

30 Finish Line Technologies Solar 0.21 6/30/2015

31 PC Richard & Son Solar 0.17 5/8/2015

32 Extra Space Storage Solar 0.15 1/7/2014

33 Extra Space Storage Solar 0.15 3/14/2014

34 Extra Space Storage Solar 0.15 1/30/2014

35 Extra Space Storage Solar 0.15 4/17/2014

36 FRIT Solar, Inc Solar 0.15 12/20/2013

37 Forboc Realty Solar 0.15 8/27/2014

38 W Energies Group LLC. #1 Solar 0.15 10/29/2014

39 W Energies Group LLC. #2 Solar 0.15 10/30/2014

40 US Luggage‐Mercury Solar Solar 0.144 12/29/2014

41 Jardan Management LLC Solar 0.133 11/18/2013

42 Amberjack Solar Energy LLC 250A Solar 0.128 11/16/2015

43 Amberjack Solar Energy LLC 250B Solar 0.128 11/17/2015

44 Amberjack Solar Energy LLC ‐Rose Pl Solar 0.12 11/22/2016

45 Extra Space Storage Solar 0.1 2/13/2014

46 1520 Ocean Avenue Realty Solar 0.084 12/23/2014

TOTAL: 76.497

Solar Facilities Operating under Power Purchase Agreements with the 
Long Island Power Authority (August 2017)



 

Appendix J 



Appendix J





 

Appendix K 



Appendix K 

 






	Appendix A-1
	Appendix A-2
	Appendix B
	Appendix C
	Appendix D
	Easement Memos.pdf
	Riverhead_Bashi Calverton-Easement Option Memo Executed) v 160504
	Riverhead_Bolla-Easement Option Memo (Executed) v 160622
	Riverhead_Delalio North_Easement Option Memo (Executed) v 160622


	Appendix E
	Appendix F
	Appendix G
	Appendix H
	Appendix I
	Appendix J
	Appendix K



